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Narrator1  Once, a long time ago, there were people who were very unhappy.
They were called the people of Israel. They had been a nation with a king of
their own. They had been beaten in many battles and now their land was
not their own anymore.

Narrator 2 Up in the hills there was a little town called Nazareth. Here the people
seemed like those in any other place. But there was one person who was
different, a girl named Mary. One day when Mary was alone, a mysterious
and wonderous thing happened. A shining angel appeared before her.

Gabriel Fear not, Mary. I am Gabriel, the messenger of God. God sent me to
tell you wonderful news. He is sending a child into the world and He has
chosen you to be the little boy’s mother. He shall be great, and shall be
called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the
throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for
ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.

Mary My heart is filled with joy that this will happen.
Gabriel People will call Him the Son of God. His name shall be Jesus. He will
grow up to be a great man. People everywhere will love him.
Hymn Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Congregation
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1 Hark! the her-ald an - gels sing glo - 1y to the mnew-born King!
2 Christ, by high-est heaven a - dored; Christ, the ev - er - last - ing Lord;
3 Mild he lays his glo - ry Dby, born that we no more may die,
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Peace on earth and mer - cy
lJate in tme be - hold him come,
born to raise us from the earth,
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God and sin-mners rec - on - ciled!
off - spring of the Vir-gin’s womb.
born to give us sec - ond birth.
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Joy - ful, all vye na - dons, rise, join the wi-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God- head see; hail the in-car-nate De -i - ty.
Risen with heal-ing in wings, light and life to all he brings,
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with thean-gel - ic  host pro-claim Christ is born in Beth - le - hem!
Pleased as man with us o dwell; Je - sus, our Em - man-u - el
hail, the Sun of Right-eous- ness! hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
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Narrator 3

Joseph

Mary

Joseph

Innkeeper

Joseph

Mary

Joseph

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from

Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. And all went to be
taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee,
out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David) to

be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was,
that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be
delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for
them in the inn.

Here we are at last Mary. The journey has been hard for you, but we had
to come.

I know Joseph. Our good little donkey made the trip easy for me.
He helped us arrive safely.

Look! There is an Inn. Perhaps they will have room for us.
Open, kind Innkeeper. We need a place to spend the night.

My Inn is full. All of the sons of the City of David are here in Bethlehem
tonight. But I do have a small stable. It’s only for animals and not very
comfortable for people but you could rest there for a few hours.

Oh thank you kind sir. Mary, the only shelter we can find is a stable in
back of the Inn. Cattle are kept there.

I shall not mind Joseph. I like the smell of clean hay and our good donkey
will keep us company.

How still and peaceful it is. I've never seen the stars do bright. Bethlehem is
beautiful tonight.
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ten - der and mild,

Ho - ly in - fant, so sleep in hea - ven-ly

heaven - ly hosts___ sing al - le-lu - ia; Christ, the Sa - vior, is

with the dawn of re - deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at thy
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peace. Sleep in hea - ven-ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sa - vior, is born!
birth. Je - sus, Lord, at thy birth.
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’!? r — ; — | | \ — Hymn O Little Town of Bethlehem Congregation
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The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, : ‘ I ‘ ‘ E
| love thee, Lord Je - sus! Look down from the sky, 'r r h_f r . r f -F%
Bless all the dear chil - dren in thy ten - der care,
1 0] lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem,how still we see thee  lie!
2  For Christ is born of Ma - ry; and gath-ered all a - bove,
O p—— | | i ‘r"_} | ! : i I ! 1 3  How si - lent - ly, how si-lent-ly, the won-drous gift is  given!
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D 5 O ho - ly Child of Beth-le-hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
the lit - tle Lord Je-sus a - sleep on the hay.
and stay by my side un - l morn - ing is nigh. | | | | | Lo
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—_ | | 2 while  mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-dering love.
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1 the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to - night.
2 and prais - es sing o God the King, and peace to men on earth.
8 where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters in.
4 the dark night wakes,the glo - ry breaks, and Christ-mas comes once more.
5 O come to us, a - bide with us, our Lord Em-man - u - el
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Narrator 4

Shepherd 1

Shepherd 2

Shepherd 3

Ruben

Shepherd 1

Shepherd 2
Shepherd 3
Ruben

Shepherd 4
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Shepherd Scene

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field,

keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came

upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they

were sore afraid.

It’s a strange night. The sky seems to flash with light and it is very cold,
very cold.

Yes, it is bitter cold, but let us sleep here. This is a good place to spend
the night by the hill.

That's a good idea. We can use our bags of wool for pillows.

Look, Grandfather, look! I have found a little lost lamb. See how beautiful
and white he is...just as white as snow. May I keep him for my very own?

Let him keep the lamb. He is a fine son and will take good care of the little
fellow.

I have a strange feeling. I feel that something wonderful is about to happen.
Look at the sky. Never has it seemed so vast and mysterious.
The stars are so bright, especially that one shining in the East.

Come, let us lie down and sleep awhile.

Child 1 Oh let’s just start for the village, maybe we’ll think of something
on the way.
Child 2 WAIT! I've got an idea. Why don’t we sing that song that I heard you
singing the other day?
Child 4 You mean Silent Night?
Child 1 Yes, we could all sing our present.
Offertory
Children Sing
Narrator 7 And, lo, the star, which they saw in the East, went before them, till it came
and stood over where the young child was.
Narrator 7 And the shepherds found Mary and Joseph, and the young babe lying in
the manger.
Narrator 7  When the Wise Men saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.
And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with
Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had
opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and
frankincense, and myrrh.
Hymn Away in the Manger Children
VINEEEE S T T
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1 A way in a man-ger, no crib  for his bed,
2 The cat - tle are low -ing, the ba - by a wakes,
*3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; 1 ask thee to stay
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the lit - le Lord Je - sus laid down  his sweet head.
but lit - tle Lord Je - sus no cry - ing he makes.
close by me for ev - er, and love me I pray.
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sing, and heaven, and heaven and na - ture sing.
jov, re - peat, re - peat the sound-ing jov.
found, far as, far as the curse is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of s love.
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heaven and na - ture sing,
peat  the sound-ing jov,
as the curse is found
won - ders of  his love,

Children’s Scene

Child 1 Have you seen the star?

Child 2 Yes! It was so bright, I was awake all night.

Child 3 That means the baby Jesus must be there.

Child 4 Look! I found some silk to decorate your presents.

Child 5 I don’t need any silk. Sandro and I have no present for the baby.

Child 2 It doesn’t need to be a big present, I’'m only taking this cup I made.
Child 3 But I don’t even have something like that to take.

Child 4 Let’s hurray! We don’t need a present!

Child 1 I want to gove him these grapes I found

Child 5 But we must have a present for the baby Jesus. It doesn’t seem right to go

without one.
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Rueben
Shepherd 2

Angel 1

Angel 2

Angel 3

All Angels

Shepard 2

Shepherd 3

Hymn

Wake up! Wake up! Look a great light!!
What is this coming from the sky?

Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be
to all people.

For unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord.

And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

An infant born in a manger! It is all so strange. Thus it was written in the
scriptures and thus it will come to pass.

Let us gather together gifts and go to Bethlehem to find this child Jesus.

Angels We Have Heard On High Congregation
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4  See
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An - gels
2 Shep-herds, why this
3 Come to Beth-le -
him in a
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we have heard on high,
ju - bi- lee?
hem and see
man - ger laid
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sing - ing sweet-ly through the night,
Why these songs of hap - py cheer?
him whose birth the an - gels sing;

whom the an-gels praise a - bove;

e o o oo

come,
Ma - ry,
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What great bright-ness
a - dore on bend - ed knee

did you see? What glad td - ings
Christ, the Lord, the new - born King.

lend your aid, while we raise our hearts in love.

did you hear?

Jo - seph,
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Narrator 5  And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into
heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto

2nd King We must not doubt the star. We felt its coming even before it appeared in
the sky.
3rd King We have rested enough. Come, let us follow the star to Bethlehem.
Hymn Joy to the World Congregation
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1 Joy to the world! the Lord is come: let earth re -
2 Joy o the world! the Sa - vior reigns; let us our
#*3 No more let sins and SOr - TOWS grow, nor thorns in -
4 He rules the world with auth and grace, and makes the
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ceive her King; let ev - ery heart pre - pare him room, and
songs em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains, Te-
fest the ground; he comes to make his  bless - ings flow far
na-tions prove the glo - ries of his right- eous - mness, and
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heaven and na - ture sing, and heaven and mna - ture
peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
as the curse is found, far as the curse is
won - ders  of his love, and won - ders  of his
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1 and heaven and na - ture sing, and
2 re - peat the sound-ing joy, re -
3 far as the curse 1is found, far
4 and won - ders  of his love, and



’Q 4 } —— F— — — i S——  —— N Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath
5 —8  — made known unto us. And they came with haste, and found Mary, and
’ ; E ’ | 4 Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And when they had seen it, they
star  with 1oy - al beau - ty bright; west - ward  lead - ing, made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this
J ﬁ child. And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told
" i !h : i A\ — -h : _J : . !b : , them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them
im— 72— P —— e — — — 5—!—f—,§—! in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for
| 4 F | ' | all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.

Hymn The First Nowell

still  pro - ceed - ing, guide us to thy per - fect light!
,,éﬁiﬁi*h;n); if
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— v i d Irj — ” = Y - -  — q 1 The first No - well the an - gel did say
‘ ! ‘ 4 I 2 They look - ed up and saw__ a star
The stanzas may be sung by three soloists: 1 and 5 by the ensemble; 2-4 by individuals; and the refrain by all. 3 And bY the hght of that same star
4 This star drew nigh to the north - west,
5 Th - tered i th ise__ thr
1st King This has been a long hard journey and I am tired. . o e " o w15e men “
Let us sit here for a few moments and rest. Our poor camels too need to \ o .sl J. J. .J. J. %
stop. They have been stumbling in the sand. " i ﬁ o e — — = | i !
If Herod spoke the truth, we cannot be far from where the Holy Child lies. f ‘ \ = B
From my country I bring him gold. It will surely delight him. Ak N e ‘ I | oo
- . | . e . o 8 |+ [+ 5 ¢
2»d King I bring him Frankincense. All the air around him will be sweet. o V) f ] | A r \ ] f
34 King My gift to the Child is myrrh from the forest. It will fill the air with a 1 was  to cer - tain. poor shep -herds in fields  as  they lay;
wonderful fragrance fit for a King. 2 shin-ing m the cast be - yond them far,
3 three__ wise_ men came_  from coun - y far;
. . . 4 er_ Beth - 1 - h k i 2
1st King King Herod did tell us to find the young child, but I thought he acted very 5 ?u;:lr . ef; e r(—fnt . lyem 11; i (t)(: tﬁfn lff::tz
srangely DD pdd A d Sy
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2nd King That is because Herod does not want the child to be KING. If he finds i e —a F—— ! i — ! f i 1 f —
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him, he will kill him. E— -

3rd King Last night God came to me in a dream. He said we must not go back
to Herod and tell him about the Child. We MUST go home another way.

1st King It has been a long, hard journey, but that bright star in the East shows us

we are almost there.
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Narrator 6 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod
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$ ., Peter the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, Saying,
. - I Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the
1 in fields as they lay, keep - ing their sheep, east, and are come to worship him. When Herod the king had heard these
2 and to the earth it gave great light, things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; And he sent them to
3 seek for —a  king  was their_ in - tent, Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and
4 and there it did both stop____ and stay h h f d him. bri d i that T d
there in his pres - ence when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come an
J J S _% worship him also. When they had heard the king, they departed.
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. , . 2 Born a King on Beth - le - hem’s  plain, gold I
1 on a cold win- ter’s night — that was S0 deep. 3 Frank - in - cense to of - fer have I: in - cense
2 and so it con - tin-ued both day. and night. o . . . .
3 4 Myrrh s mine;  its bit - ter per - fume breathes a
83 and to fol - low the star wher - ev - er it went. . N A N
4 right o - ver the place__ where Je . sus lay. 5 Glo - rious now be - hold him a - rise, King and
5  their— gold, and myrrh, . and frank - in - cense.
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No - well, No - well, No -  well, No -  well,
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6 Then letus all with one accord
sing praises to our heavenly Lord; S—].
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