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Welcome! May the peace of Christ fill your heart as you join us in worship today.
We invite you to open your heart and mind to the Word of God.

Prelude
Gathering Prayer

Processional Hymn 83

O Come, All Ye Faithful
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10 come, all ye faith - ful, joy - ful and ti - um - phant, O
2 God from God,__ Light from Light e - ter-mal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex - ul - ta - don,
*4 See how the shep-herds, sum-moned to his cra- dle,
*5 Child, for us sin - ners peoor and in the man-ger,
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1 come ye, O come___  ye to Beth - le - hem;
2 lo! he ab - hors___  not the Vir - gin’s  wombj;
_3 sing, all ye cd - - zens of heaven a - bove;
4 leav - ing their flocks, . draw__ nigh o gaze;
5 we would em -  Dbrace__ thee, with love and awe;
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1 come, and be - hold him, born the King of an - gels;
2 on - ly - be - got - ten Son of the Fa - ther;
3 glo - 1y w0 God, glo - ry in the high - est;
4 we too will thith - er bend our joy - ful foot - steps;
5 who would not love thee, lov - ing us S0 dear - ly?
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The Dismissal
Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People Thanks be to God.

+++

St. John's Episcopal Church Christmas Dedications

The Christmas Flowers at the Altar were given in the Glory of God
and in Loving Memory Of

John L Griffin given by Carol Lee Griffin
The Loved Ones of the Lord & Gillespie Family given by Lisa & David Gillespie
The Loved Ones of the Rolston Family given by Florence Rolston
The Loved Ones of the Holme Family given by The Holme Family
Josephine & Warren Johnson and Linda & Barry Van Name given by Judy Johnson
Alex & Zellah Hawke, Hobart Gary, and Peter Larsen given by John McGuire
Colleen Frankenbach & William A. Frankenbach given by Lisa McWilliams
William F McCoy & Kyoko Sato given by The McCoy Family
Ladd Willis given by Cindy Willis
The Loved Ones of the Ficara & Ireton Families given by The Ficara & Ireton Family
James C. Ferrer given by Jeanne Ferrer

Ben Griffith, Fred & Ora Kelling, Rick Kelling, and Genevieve & Arthur Penny
given by Pat Griffth

The Loved Ones of the Grimm & Rogers Families given by Ann Grimm
given by Ann Grimm

Laine Maria Wayne & Dorothy Sheldon Gordon given by Gloria Meyers
Butch Fitch, Bill Greaves, and Greg Dimijian given by Ellen Greaves
Their Son, Sam Price, given by Robert & Susan Price
Mr. & Mrs. William Bunter given by Robert & Susan Price
Fred Kollhopp given by Pat Kollhopp

Richard & Nancy Butler, Laura Belle Shaffer, and George & Mildred Butler
given by Lynn, Pearce & Gigi Butler

The Loved Ones of the Klemuk & Braun Families given by Sandra Klemuk
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near the earth to touch their harps of gold:
mu - sic floats o’er all the wea - ry world;
hymn  have rolled two thou - sand years of wrong;
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still - ness lay to hear the an - gels sing.
Ba - Dbel - sounds the bless - ed an - gels sing.
cease your  strife and hear the an - gels sing!
back the song which now the an - gels sing.
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dore him, the Lord.
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Opening Acclamation
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant
People

Collect of Purity
The Celebrant says
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

6 Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory given;
Word of the Father,
now in flesh appearing;

Refrain



Hymn of Praise

Gloria in Excelsis
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Christmas Blessing

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy
season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness.
Amen.

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with
joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen.

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give
you his peace and favor. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you
and remain with you for ever. Amen.

Closing Hymn 89 It Came Upon a Midnight Clear
All Stand
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1 It came up - on the mid - night clear, that
2 Still through  the clov - en skies they come with
3 Yet with the  woes of sin and  strife the
4 For lo! the days are haste - ning on, by
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The Post Communion Prayer
Officiant and People

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of
the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your
Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the
work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ
our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for
ever. Amen.

People Stand or Kneel

Benediction Carol Love Came Down at Christmas
by Rossetti/Holst,
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glo - 1y of God the Fa - ther A - men.
The Collect
Offciant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light:
Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him
perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in
glory everlasting. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word

All are Seated
First Reading Isaiah 9:2-7

A Reading from the book of Isaiah.

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness--
on them light has shined.

You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;



they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.

For the yoke of their burden,

and the bar across their shoulders,

the rod of their oppressor,

you have broken as on the day of Midian.

For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.

For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;

authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace

for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it

with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God
Psalm 96 Cantate Domino

1 Sing to the Lord a new song; *
sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.

2 Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; *
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.
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Communion Hymn 79

O Little Town of Bethlehem (3 verses)
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1 O it - de town of Beth-le-hem,how sdll we see thee Lie!
2 For Christ is born of Ma - ry; and gath-ered all a - bove,
3  How si - lent - ly, how  si-lent-ly, the won-drous gift is given!
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go by;
hil
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2 while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-dering love.
3  So God im-parts to hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heaven.
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2 O morn -ing stars, to - geth-er pro-claim the ho -1ly birth!
3  No ear may hear his com -ing, but in this world of sin,
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3 Declare his glory among the nations *
and his wonders among all peoples.

4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; *
he is more to be feared than all gods.

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *
but it is the Lord who made the heavens.

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! *
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!

7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; *
ascribe to the Lord honor and power.

8 Ascribe to the Lotrd the honor due his Name; *
bring offerings and come into his courts.

9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; *
let the whole earth tremble before him.

10 Tell it out among the nations: ""The Lord is King! *
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;
he will judge the peoples with equity."

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad,
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; *
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy
before the Lord when he comes, *
when he comes to judge the earth.

13 He will judge the world with righteousness *
and the peoples with his truth.



Second Reading Titus 2:11-14
A Reading from the letter of Saint Paul to Titus.

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impie-
ty and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright,
and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our
great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem
us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good

deeds.

The Word of the Lotd
People Thanks be to God

All Stand

Gospel Hymn 119 As with Gladness Men of OId
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1 As with glad - ness men of old did the guid-ing star be - hold;
2 As with joy - ful steps they sped to that low-ly man-ger - bed;
3 As they of - fered gifts most rare at that man-ger rude and bare;
4 Ho-ly Je - sus! ev - ery day keep us in the nar-row way;
5 In the heaven - ly coun-try bright, need they no cre - a - ted light;

was SO
day and
ev - er it

deep.
night.
went.
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as with joy they hailed its light, lead - ing on - ward, beam-ing bright;

2 there to bend the knee be - fore him whom heaven and earth a - dore;
3 so may we with ho -ly  joy, pure and free from sin’s al - loy,
4 and, when earth-ly thingsare past, bring our ran-somed souls at last
5 thou its light, its joy, its crown,thou its sun which goes not down:
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The Invitation to Communion (BCP 364) e B B
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All Baptized Christians are welcome to receive the consecrated bread and)/ or wine. All are welcome to o o T L o —s : = t
come up 1o receive a blessing. FF FF i " P i r F D i
o ) 1 so, most gra-cious Lord, may we ev - er - more be led to thee.
The Priest invites the people to Conmunion 2 so may we with will - ing feet ev - er seek the mer-cy - seat.
3 all our cost-liest trea-sures bring, Christ! to thee, our heaven-ly  King.
Priest 4 wherethey need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glo - ry hide.
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 5 there for ev - er may we sing al - le - lu-ias to our King.
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. ﬂ | i | | |
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Communion Hymn 709 The First Nowell (3 verses) — —r I L
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' s E— Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Luke.
| ~ .
—_ i People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
b did say The Gospel Luke 2:1-20
2 They look - ed up and saw___ a star p ke 2.
3 And by the light of that____  same star
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
J 4 S Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of
— J—'—'—'—f—P—P—P | “g‘ Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was de-
) r e » i - i ] } = scended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom
| | = he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for
A4 [ | == | | e | P ‘ her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands
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i » —= » — — o 3 ] ‘ ! i of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
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o o o f i In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
1 was to cer - tain poor shep -herds in fields as they lay; night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
2 shin-ing in the east be - yond __  them far, around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see
3 three wise  men came  from coun - try far;

-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the
city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
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“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child

16 9



lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about
this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Officiant The Gospel of the Lord.

Peogple Praise to you, O Christ.

All are seated

Sermon The Rev. Cn. Richard Visconti
Al Stand

Prayers of the People. Form 1v

L eader Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that
we may honor one another and serve the common good.

Stlence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.

Silence
Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer.
10

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living
sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of
your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.

Remember our Diocesan Bishop Lawrence and all who minister in your Church.
Remember all your people, and those who seek your truth.

Remember all who have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is known to you
alone; bring them into the place of eternal joy and light.

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs,
prophets, apostles, and martyrs, Saint John, Saint Andrew and all the saints who have
found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty
God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

15



Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to
be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us,
yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners,
freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and,
rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he
sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the
world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it, and at the
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be
consecrated.

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved
his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took
bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of

2

me.

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death and his
descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand,
awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this
bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.

Celebrant and People

We praise you, we bless you,

we give thanks to you,

and we pray to you, Lord our God.

The Celebrant continues

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and
upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people,
the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
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Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in
them, and love one another as he loves us.

Stlence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope
in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.

Stlence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and
we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.

Stlence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
All Kneel

Minister and Pegple
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
11



For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal
life. Amen.

The Peace

Al Stand

Officiant The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord.

The Liturgy of the Table

Offertory Hymn He Shall Feed His Flock

All Stand for Doxology

The Great Thanksgiving - Eucharistic Prayer D

Officiant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Officiant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Offciant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living
and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever.

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your
blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance.
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Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding
the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and

giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we
sing,

Celebrant and People
f | . | . A I A .
@" I? ‘ ‘ o  E—— B — | ] N ‘\% ] i ] y a—
. | | |
= ‘ o) | [ :
Ho -ly, ho -ly, ho ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
Q T 7 i ~ I T i N— T — \k\/ | } I -
Mi'ﬁ%:ﬁﬁ—‘—i | \P i g" |
Py T T T T T
heaven and earth are  full of your glo-ry. Ho -
fa) | |
5 7 1 | | } 1 i | 1 | y 2 |
G = P — e
san - na in the high - est. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
O T | | ] T | N— T T — \k\J i ! i - '
Mﬁ'ﬁiﬁ'—!—f—&—‘—i — :|| |
o I | T T
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho -
[a) | p— I J | | J J ! J

o I 1 y J
| | e
san - na in the  high-est. Ho - san-na in the high-est.

N
Frgsl
TR
Ht
o
—ne
i ‘

The People Stand or Kneel

The Celebrant continues

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and
love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in
obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our
disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your
mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you
called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for
salvation.
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