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“Today the Magi gaze in deep wonder at what 
they see: heaven on earth, earth in heaven, 
man in God, God in man, one whom the 
whole universe cannot contain now enclosed 
in a tiny body. As they look, they believe and 
do not question, as their symbolic gifts bear 
witness: incense for God, gold for a king, 
myrrh for one who is to die.” 

 
Peter Chrysologus 

Bishop of  Ravenna, known as the Doctor of  Homilies 
d. AD 450  

BOOK CLUB MEETING: All are welcome to join us on Thursday, January 11th at 6:30 
PM to discuss The Shadow of the Wind.  
 
MAUREEN’s HAVEN: We are scheduled to provide lunch or pre-packaged snacks, 
drinks and desserts for our friends of Maureen’s Haven on Saturday, January 13, 2024. We 
thank you for your generosity and willingness to spread God’s love to our neighbors in 
need. 
 
COFFEE HOUR HOST: Please prayerfully consider this simple and easy ministry that 
enriches our coffee hour and fellowship each Sunday at 10 AM. 
 
WEEKLY E-NEWSLETTER:  In order to keep our church family abreast of our latest 
updates and church reminders, we have been sending out a weekly e-newsletter.  If you, or 
someone you know would like to be included on our email list, contact  
secretary@stjohnsouthampton.org or sign up from our website’s homepage. 
  
For Pastoral Emergencies, please contact Fr. Patrick at 404-660-3592. 

   

 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
100 South Main Street | P. O. Box 5068 
Southampton, New York 11969-5068 

 (631) 283-0549  

 
Third century A.D. sarcophagus slab depicts the Adoration of the Magi, from the Catacombs of Rome - translated as, "Severa, 

may you live in God", Severa being the woman buried in the sarcophagus and likely the figure to the left of the inscription  

 
 
 
 

Services are available online through 
Facebook Live: Facebook.com/StJohnSouthampton 

 
Sunday Services 

8:00 A.M. - Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
9:00 A.M. - Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

11:00 A.M. - Morning Prayer, Rite I 

Weekday Services 

Monday – Friday 

7:30 A.M. – Morning Prayer, Rite I 

6:00 P.M. – Evening Prayer, Rite I 
Wednesday 

10:00 A.M. – Holy Eucharist, Rite I  

https://www.facebook.com/StJohnSouthampton/
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The First Sunday after Epiphany 
January 7, 2024 • 11:00 AM 

 
 

Opening Hymn 128   We three kings of  Orient are  
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Blessed, hallowed, worshiped, and adored be our Lord Jesus Christ on His throne in  
Heaven, on the altars of His churches, and in the hearts of His faithful people. And may 
the souls of the faithful departed through the mercies of God rest in peace. 
 
Officiant and People 
And may Light Perpetual shine upon them. Amen. 

 

+++ 

The candles at the Altar this month were given in the Glory of  
God and in loving memory of  Herbert Parsons Patterson 

given by all the children who loved him. 
 

The flowers at the Altar this month were given in the Glory of  
God and in loving memory of  Couper Lord, Jr. given by 

Lisa & David Gillespie 
 

 
“Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

and the glory of  the Lord has risen upon you.” 
Isaiah 60:1 
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Closing Hymn 124   What star is this, with beams so bright 
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The Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising.    
     Isaiah 60:3  

 
Confession 
Officiant 
Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our heavenly  
Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at his hands, to set 
forth his most worthy praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on behalf 
of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our salvation. And so that we may 
prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship him, let us kneel in silence, and with  
penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite 
goodness and mercy. 
 
Officiant and People together, all kneeling 
Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our 
 own hearts, 
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to 
 have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to 
 have done. 
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But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind 
in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen. 
 
Officiant 
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins, true 
repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
Opening sentence and invitatory 

Officiant  O Lord, open thou our lips. 
People  And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 
Venite Psalm 95:1-7; 96:9, 13 
O come, let us sing unto the Lord; * 
     let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, * 
     and show ourselves glad in him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, * 
     and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are all the corners of the earth, * 
     and the strength of the hills is his also. 
The sea is his and he made it, * 
     and his hands prepared the dry land. 
O come, let us worship and fall down * 
     and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is the Lord our God, * 
     and we are the people of his pasture 
     and the sheep of his hand. 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 
     let the whole earth stand in awe of him. 
For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth, * 
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who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 
 
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when 
the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently 
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 
him homage." When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went 
the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 
When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the 
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him hom-
age. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own 
country by another road. 
 

Homily      Read by William McCoy 
 
The Offertory      
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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Sermon Hymn  127  Earth has many a noble city 

A Lesson from the Gospel according to Saint Matthew. 
 

Matthew 2:1-12 
 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? 
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." When King  
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the 
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 
born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
 
`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
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     and with righteousness to judge the world 
     and the peoples with his truth. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

Psalm 72:1-7,10-14    Deus, judicium 
 
1 Give the King your justice, O God, * 
and your righteousness to the King's Son; 
 
2 That he may rule your people righteously * 
and the poor with justice; 
 
3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 
and the little hills bring righteousness. 
 
4 He shall defend the needy among the people; * 
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 
 
5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 
from one generation to another. 
 
6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 
like showers that water the earth. 
 
7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
 
10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, * 
and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts. 
 
11 All kings shall bow down before him, * 
and all the nations do him service. 
 
12 For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, * 
and the oppressed who has no helper. 
 
13 He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; * 
he shall preserve the lives of the needy. 
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14 He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, * 
and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 
The First Lesson    Isaiah 60:1-6 
 

A lesson from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
   and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
For darkness shall cover the earth, 
   and thick darkness the peoples; 
   but the Lord will arise upon you, 
   and his glory will appear over you. 
Nations shall come to your light, 
   and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
Lift up your eyes and look around; 
   they all gather together, they come to you; 
   your sons shall come from far away, 
   and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms. 
Then you shall see and be radiant; 
   your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
   because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
   the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
   the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
   all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
   and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
 

Here endeth the Lesson 
 
Benedictus es, Domine 
Blessed art thou, O Lord God of our fathers; * 
   praised and exalted above all for ever. 
Blessed art thou for the Name of thy Majesty; * 
   praised and exalted above all for ever. 
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and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 
 

A Prayer of  St. Chrysostom 
Officiant 
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common  
supplication unto thee, and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O 
Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be best for us; granting us in this 
world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Officiant   Let us bless the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 

The Officiant 
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or  
imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for 
ever and ever. Amen.      Ephesians 3:20, 21  

 
Announcements 
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Collect of  the Day 
O God, who by the leading of a star didst manifest thy only-begotten Son to the peoples of 
the earth: Lead us, who know thee now by faith, to thy presence, where we may behold thy 
glory face to face; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with 
thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

A Collect for Sundays 
O God, who makest us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of 
thy Son our Lord: Grant us this day such blessing through our worship of thee, that the 
days to come may be spent in thy favor; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

A Collect for Mission 
Lord Jesus Christ, who didst stretch out thine arms of love on the hard wood of the cross 
that everyone might come within the reach of thy saving embrace: So clothe us in thy Spirit 
that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know thee to the 
knowledge and love of thee; for the honor of thy Name. Amen. 
 

A Collect for Guidance 
O heavenly Father, in whom we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray thee 
so to guide and govern us by thy Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life 
we may not forget thee, but may remember that we are ever walking in thy sight; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The General Thanksgiving 
Officiant and People:  
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 
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Blessed art thou in the temple of thy holiness; * 
   praised and exalted above all for ever. 
Blessed art thou that beholdest the depths, 
   and dwellest between the Cherubim; *   
   praised and exalted above all for ever. 
Blessed art thou on the glorious throne of thy kingdom; * 
   praised and exalted above all for ever. 
Blessed art thou in the firmament of heaven; * 
   praised and exalted above all for ever. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

The Second Lesson     Ephesians 3:1-12 
 

A lesson from the letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians. 
 

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles-- 
for surely you have already heard of the commission of God's grace that was given me for 
you, and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few 
words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of 
Christ. In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has 
now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have 
become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel. 
 

Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God's grace that was given 
me by the working of his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace 
was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to 
make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all 
things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be 
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance 
with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have 
access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 
 

Here endeth the Lesson 
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Jubilate Deo Psalm 100 
O be joyful in the Lord all ye lands; * 
     serve the Lord with gladness 
     and come before his presence with a song. 
Be ye sure that the Lord he is God; 
     it is he that hath made us and not we ourselves; * 
     we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving 
     and into his courts with praise; * 
     be thankful unto him and speak good of his Name. 
For the Lord is gracious; 
     his mercy is everlasting; * 
     and his truth endureth from generation to generation. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
Officiant and People together, all standing 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Prayers 

The people stand or kneel 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And with thy spirit. 
Officiant  Let us pray. 
 
Officiant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Suffrages A 
V. O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
R. And grant us thy salvation. 
V. Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
R. And make thy chosen people joyful. 
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in thee can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under thy care; 
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let thy way be known upon earth; 
R. Thy saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit. 
 

Intercessions  
 


