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The Dismissal 
Celebrant  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People   Thanks be to God. 

 
+++ 

 
 
 

“My blessed Mother and Father, and their loving parents 
who took such wonderful care of us” 

dedicated by a loving son and grandson 
 

Cecelie Hurley, William Greaves, and Greg Dimijian 
dedicated by Ellen Greaves & Penny Fitch 

 

The Loved Ones of Ireton & Ficara Families 
dedicated by The Ireton & Ficara Families 

 

Josephine & Warren Johnson and Linda Van Name dedicated by Judy Johnson 
 

The Loved Ones of the Holme Family dedicated by The Holme Family 
 

The Loved Ones of Rolston Family dedicated by Florence Rolston 
 

The Departed Loved Ones dedicated by Gene & Diane Scanlon 
 

Dorothy S. Gordon dedicated by Gloria Meyers 
 

The Loved Ones of the Klemuk-Braun Family 
 

Fred Kollhopp dedicated by Pat Kollhopp 
 

Grace Lee White dedicated by Her Family 

   

 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
100 South Main Street | P. O. Box 5068 
Southampton, New York 11969-5068 

(631) 283-0549 

 
Services are available online through 

Facebook Live: Facebook.com/StJohnSouthampton 

Sunday Services 

8:00 A.M. - Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
9:00 A.M. - Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

11:00 A.M. - Morning Prayer, Rite I 
Holy Eucharist, Rite I  

(1st Sunday of each month) 

Weekday Services 

Monday – Friday 

7:30 A.M. – Morning Prayer, Rite I 

6:00 P.M. – Evening Prayer, Rite I 
Wednesday 

10:00 A.M. – Holy Eucharist, Rite I  

https://www.facebook.com/StJohnSouthampton/
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Christmas Eve 
December 24, 2023 • 7:00 PM 

 
Processional Hymn 81    Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming 
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Benediction Carol  Love Came Down at Christmas 
    by Rossetti/Holst, Performed by Haley W. Ludlow 

 

Love came down at Christmas, 

Love all lovely, Love Divine, 

Love was born at Christmas, 

Star and Angels gave the sign. 

Worship we the Godhead, 

Love Incarnate, Love Divine, 

Worship we our Jesus, 

But wherewith for sacred sign? 

Love shall be our token, 

Love be yours and love be mine, 

Love to God and all men, 

Love for plea and gift and sign. 

 
The Blessing 
 

Closing Hymn 100    Joy to the world, the Lord is come  
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Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Collect of  Purity 
The Celebrant says 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Hymn of  Praise      Gloria in Excelsis  
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Postcommunion Hymn 314   Humbly I adore thee 

The Post Communion Prayer 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for 
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your 
Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the 
work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ 
our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for 
ever. Amen.  
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The Collect 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray. 
 

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: 
Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him 
perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in 
glory everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of  the Word 
 

The Epistle    Titus 2:11-14 

A Reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to Titus 
 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce  
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, 
upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of 
our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might  
redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for 
good deeds. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
People  Thanks be to God            
 

Gospel Hymn 87     Hark! The herald angel sing  
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Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Luke. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Gospel   Luke 2:1-14 

 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be  
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was  
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 
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Communion Hymn 109    The first Nowell 

 



 14 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 7 

 

came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see
-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will 
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 

Officiant     The Gospel of the Lord. 
People       Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Christmas Message      The Rev’d W. Patrick Edwards 
 
Prayers of  the People. (Form VI) 
Leader  In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
Silence 
 

Leader  For all people in their daily life and work; 
People   For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 

Leader  For this community, the nation, and the world; we pray for those who  
  govern  and hold authority in this and every land, especially Joseph, our  
  President, Kathy, our Governor, and Bill, our Mayor; 
People  For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

Leader  For the just and proper use of your creation; 
People  For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

Leader  For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
People  For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

Leader  For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
People  For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
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Leader  For Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael the Presiding Bishop, 
  and Lawrence our Bishop and for all bishops and other ministers; 
People   For all who serve God in his Church. 
 

Leader  For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
 

Silence  
The People may add their own petitions 
 

Leader   Hear us, Lord; 
People   For your mercy is great. 
 

Leader  We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
 

Silence 
The People may add their own thanksgivings 
 

Leader  We will exalt you, O God our King; 
People  And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

Leader  We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal 
  kingdom. 
Silence 
The People may add their own petitions 
 

Leader   Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
People  Who put their trust in you. 
 

Leader  We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins, devoutly kneeling. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 
Leader and People 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; 
and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of your Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Communion Hymn 89    It came upon a midnight clear 
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Communion Hymn 79    O little town of  Bethlehem 
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The Absolution  
Celebrant 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 

The Peace 
Officiant   The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 
 

The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

The Liturgy of  the Table 
Offertory Hymn    The Star Carol by Alfred Burt  
     
The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer A 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Officiant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Officiant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every where to give thanks to you,  
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to re-
deem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he 
shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or 
fear rejoice to behold his appearing.  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with An-
gels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name:  
 

The Celebrant and People sing: 
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The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to  
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the re-
membrance of me.” 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
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The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may  
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at 
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we 
ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the  
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for  
ever. AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory 
  for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of  the Bread 
Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 
The Invitation to Communion (BCP 364) 
The Priest invites the people to Communion 

Priest 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 


