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Adult formation class 

Sunday at 10 A.M. 

Charles Dickens’ The Christmas Carol:  
The Story That Saved Christmas 

 

 
 

G. K. Chesterton, the English writer, Christian apologists, and literary critic 
said that in The Christmas Carol, “Charles Dickens saved Christmas.” In this 
bold claim he plainly meant that, pressed between the Puritan’s attempts to 
end the observance of the Holy Day, and the materialist, cynical influences of 
the Industrial Revolution, this brief novella reintroduced to the most powerful 
nation on earth to the real powers of Christmas and saved its symbolism and 
influence in the world.  

The Christmas Carol is beyond comparison the best as well as the most popular 
of Dickens’ works. If we study the very real atmosphere of rejoicing and of 
riotous charity in The Christmas Carol we shall find a happy story of an abrupt 
and dramatic change, a conversion, representing a higher and historic  

Christianity, and we discover a metaphor for the power of conversion in a  

single life and in the world beyond the convert.  

Join Fr Patrick for three Sundays in Advent, December 4, 11, and 18, at 10:00 
in the Parish Hall for a study and discussion of this beloved and influential 
Christmas Classic. It’s a study suitable for readers of all ages to rediscover this 
classic tale as well as the true meaning and power of Christmas. 

 
 

   

 

The Annunciation by John Collier 

 
Services are available online through 

Facebook Live: Facebook.com/StJohnSouthampton 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
100 South Main Street | P. O. Box 5068 
Southampton, New York 11969-5068 

(631) 283-0549  

 
Sunday Services 

8:00 A.M. - Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
9:00 A.M. - Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

11:00 A.M. - Morning Prayer, Rite I 

Weekday Services 

Monday – Friday 

7:30 A.M. – Morning Prayer, Rite I 

6:00 P.M. – Evening Prayer, Rite I 
Wednesday 

10:00 A.M. – Holy Eucharist, Rite I  

https://www.facebook.com/StJohnSouthampton/
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Fourth Sunday of  Advent 
December 18, 2022 • 9 AM 

 
Processional Hymn 81   Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming (Es ist ein Ros)   
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Help us to maintain our prayer intercession list. 
  

The personal and collective intercessions we make asking our Lord to intercede in our lives and on 
behalf of others are a central aspect of our private and common worship. At St. John’s we have  
always made an aural reading of our prayer list a part of our regular services. However, there comes 
with this an important responsibility to maintain it as current and accurate. To accomplish this we 
are asking our community to take that personal responsibility to heart in the following way: 
  

We ask everyone to please let us know when someone should be added, removed, or  
otherwise amended on our prayer list. This is accomplished best by either dropping a note in the 
collection plate or by emailing or calling the parish secretary at (631) 283-0549 or  
secretary@stjohnsouthampton.org. 
  

To avoid a name being orphaned on the prayer list names will be removed after 60 days of being 
added, unless the parish secretary is contacted to extend that time for another 60 days. 
  

Of course, there is no limit to the number of persons we will faithfully include on our  
prayer list, nor a limit to the duration we will intercede on their behalf. This policy is to take special 

care in maintaining the names we bring before the Throne of Grace in prayer each time we gather together. 
 

+++ 

COFFEE HOUR HOST: Please prayerfully consider this simple and easy ministry that 
enriches our coffee hour and fellowship each Sunday at 10 AM. 
 
WEEKLY E-NEWSLETTER:  In order to keep our church family abreast of our latest 
updates and church reminders, we have been sending out a weekly e-newsletter.  If you, or 
someone you know would like to be included on our email list, contact  
secretary@stjohnsouthampton.org or sign up from our website’s homepage. 
  
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK:  Stay connected with the church and your friends by 
following us on our Facebook page: StJohnSouthampton.  You can also worship online 
LIVE on Sundays. 
 
ONLINE GIVING:  Links are available on St John’s Homepage at 
www.stjohnsouthampton.org.  You may also make an online gift by texting the keyword 
StJohnSouthampton to 73256 on your cell phone. 
  
BULLETINS: You can follow along our Sunday services by downloading our Bulletins 
from our website, stjohnsouthampton.org  The Bulletins are uploaded every Saturday after-
noon for your convenience.  
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Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Collect of  Purity 
The Celebrant says 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Trisagion 

 

The Collect 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

 
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at 
his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Liturgy of  the Word 
 

First Reading    Isaiah 7:10-16 
A Reading from the book by the prophet Isaiah  
 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as 
Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the 
test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary  
mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 
He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good. For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land  
before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 
 

The word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18   Qui regis Israel  
 

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
 

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 
stir up your strength and come to help us. 
 

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 

4 O Lord God of hosts, * 
how long will you be angered 
despite the prayers of your people? 
 

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 
you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
 

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
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The Dismissal 
Celebrant  Let us bless the Lord.  
People   Thanks be to God.  

 
+++ 

 

 

“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

 

which means, “God is with us.” 
 

Matthew 1:23 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Once in our world, a Stable had something in it that was  
bigger than our whole world.”  

 

C. S. Lewis 
British writer and Anglican lay theologian 

d. 22 November 1963 
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16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 
 

17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 
give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 
 

18 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 
Second Reading    Romans 1:1-7 
A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 
 

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 
which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel  
concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh and was  
declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection 
from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and 
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his 
name, including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
 

To all God's beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
People  Thanks be to God            
 
Gospel Hymn 265         The angel Gabriel from heaven came   
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Matthew. 
People              Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
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Postcommunion Prayer 
Officiant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant 
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Closing Hymn 56     O come, O come, Emmanuel 
      (Veni, veni, Emmanuel)    
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not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own  
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to 
gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is  
always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son 
Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in 
us. Amen.  
 

The Invitation to Communion (BCP 364) 
The Priest invites the people to Communion 
 

Priest 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

Postcommunion Hymn 324   Let all mortal flesh keep silence  
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The Gospel      
 

Matthew 1:18-25 
  

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose 
her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do 
this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet: 
 

 “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until 
she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
   

Officiant          The Gospel of the Lord. 
People              Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The Sermon                                 The Rev’d W. Patrick Edwards 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven, 
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 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary 
 and was made man 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of  the People 
The Leader and People pray responsively 
 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
  

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons, especially Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; and Lawrence our diocesan bishop; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world, especially  
Joseph, our President; Kathy, our Governor; and Jesse, our Mayor; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
  

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
  13 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We do 
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The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may  
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at 
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we 
ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for  ever. AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory 
  for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of  the Bread 
Celebrant and People Agnus Dei 158 
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Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 

Silence 
The People may add their own petitions. 
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 

Confession of  Sin 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Minister and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Absolution  
Celebrant 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
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The Peace 
Officiant   The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 
 

The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

The Liturgy of  the Table 
Offertory      

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

 

The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer A 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Officiant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Officiant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every where to give thanks to you,  
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Because you 
sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of ev-
erlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, 
we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you, 
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  
 

The Celebrant and People sing: 
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The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to  
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the  
remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

 


