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John the Baptist by El Greco in the Fine Arts Museum in San Francisco 

 
Services are available online through 

Facebook Live: Facebook.com/StJohnSouthampton 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
100 South Main Street | P. O. Box 5068 
Southampton, New York 11969-5068 

(631) 283-0549  

 
Sunday Services 

8:00 A.M. - Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
9:00 A.M. - Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

11:00 A.M. - Morning Prayer, Rite I 

Weekday Services 

Monday – Friday 

7:30 A.M. – Morning Prayer, Rite I 

6:00 P.M. – Evening Prayer, Rite I 
Wednesday 

10:00 A.M. – Holy Eucharist, Rite I  

https://www.facebook.com/StJohnSouthampton/
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Third Sunday of  Advent 
December 11, 2022 • 9 AM 

 
Processional Hymn 76     On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry   
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New adult formation class 

Sundays at 10 A.M. 

Charles Dickens’ The Christmas Carol:  
The Story That Saved Christmas 

 

 
 

G. K. Chesterton, the English writer, Christian apologists, and literary critic 
said that in The Christmas Carol, “Charles Dickens saved Christmas.” In this 
bold claim he plainly meant that, pressed between the Puritan’s attempts to 
end the observance of the Holy Day, and the materialist, cynical influences of 
the Industrial Revolution, this brief novella reintroduced to the most powerful 
nation on earth to the real powers of Christmas and saved its symbolism and 
influence in the world.  

The Christmas Carol is beyond comparison the best as well as the most popular 
of Dickens’ works. If we study the very real atmosphere of rejoicing and of 
riotous charity in The Christmas Carol we shall find a happy story of an abrupt 
and dramatic change, a conversion, representing a higher and historic  

Christianity, and we discover a metaphor for the power of conversion in a  

single life and in the world beyond the convert.  

Join Fr Patrick for three Sundays in Advent, December 4, 11, and 18, at 10:00 
in the Parish Hall for a study and discussion of this beloved and influential 
Christmas Classic. It’s a study suitable for readers of all ages to rediscover this 
classic tale as well as the true meaning and power of Christmas. 
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The flowers at the altar this month are given to the Glory of  
God and in loving memory of  Harmond "Buck" Remmel by 

his wife, Jean Remmel Little. 

  
“Truly I tell you, among those born of  women no one has 

arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the 
kingdom of  heaven is greater than he.”  

 

Matthew 11:11 
 

 

 
“The endurance of  darkness is the 
preparation for great light.”  
 
St. John of  the Cross 
Spanish priest, mystic, and Carmelite friar 
d. 14 December 1591  
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Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Collect of  Purity 
The Celebrant says 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Trisagion 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

The Collect 
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are 
sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy  
Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Liturgy of  the Word 
 

First Reading    Isaiah 35:1-10 
A Reading from the book by the prophet Isaiah  
 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
 
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 
and rejoice with joy and singing. 
 
 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
 

They shall see the glory of the Lord, 
the majesty of our God. 
 
 

Strengthen the weak hands, 
and make firm the feeble knees. 
 

Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
"Be strong, do not fear! 
 

Here is your God. 
He will come with vengeance, 
 

with terrible recompense. 
He will come and save you." 
 
 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
 

then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
and streams in the desert; 
 

the burning sand shall become a pool, 
and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
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us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Closing Hymn 438   Tell out, my soul, the greatness of  the Lord 

 
The Dismissal 
Celebrant  Let us bless the Lord.  
People   Thanks be to God.  

 
+++ 
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Postcommunion Hymn 324   Let all mortal flesh keep silence  
       (for Advent)  

Postcommunion Prayer 
Officiant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant 
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the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 
 

A highway shall be there, 
and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
 

the unclean shall not travel on it, 
but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
No lion shall be there, 
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
 

they shall not be found there, 
but the redeemed shall walk there. 
 

And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 
and come to Zion with singing; 
 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
 

Canticle 15 Page 91, BCP  The Song of  Mary Magnificat 
Luke 1:46-55 
 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
 

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 
 

He has mercy on those who fear him * 
in every generation. 
 

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
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and has lifted up the lowly. 
 

He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
and the rich he has sent away empty. 
 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
 
The promise he made to our fathers, * 
to Abraham and his children for ever. 
 

  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
Second Reading    James 5:7-10 
A reading from the letter of Saint James 
 

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the  
precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late 
rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 
Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the 
Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the 
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
People  Thanks be to God            
 
Gospel Hymn 640     Watchman, tell us of  the night   
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We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own  
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to 
gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is  
always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son 
Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in 
us. Amen.  
 

 
The Invitation to Communion (BCP 364) 
The Priest invites the people to Communion 
 

Priest 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
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The Breaking of  the Bread 
Celebrant and People 

 
Agnus Dei 
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Matthew. 
People              Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Gospel      
 

Matthew 11:2-11 
  

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and 
said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus  
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the 
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have 
good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 
 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out 
into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to 
see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 
What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This 
is the one about whom it is written, 
 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way before you.’ 
 

“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the 
Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
   

Officiant          The Gospel of the Lord. 
People              Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
The Sermon                                 The Rev’d W. Patrick Edwards 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
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and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the  
remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may  
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at 
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we 
ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for  ever. AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory 
  for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Celebrant and People sing: 

The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to  
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
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 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven, 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary 
 and was made man 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of  the People 
The Leader and People pray responsively 
 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
  

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons, especially Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; and Lawrence our diocesan bishop; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world, especially  
Joseph, our President; Kathy, our Governor; and Jesse, our Mayor; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
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Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 

Silence 
The People may add their own petitions. 
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 

Confession of  Sin 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Minister and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
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The Absolution  
Celebrant 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 

The Peace 
Officiant   The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 
 

The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

 
The Liturgy of  the Table 

Offertory      

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

 

The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer A 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Officiant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Officiant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every where to give thanks to you,  
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Because you 
sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of ev-
erlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, 
we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you, 
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  
 

 
 
 
 


