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St. John’s supports Heart of  the 
Hamptons Holiday Star program 
again this year. 
 
Please pick up a star at the 
church and donate a gift. The 
gifts must be returned by 
December 9. 
 
 

 
 
The Heart of  the Hamptons  
Polar Bear Plunge begins at 9am 
on Saturday, December 10th at 
Coopers Beach. 
 
Donate now to support Fr. Pat-
rick, our St. John’s Plunger, as he 
dives into the cold ocean waters 
again this year. 100% of  proceeds 
go directly to support Heart of  
the Hamptons Food Pantry and 
Assistance Program. 
  
A link to the donation site will 
can be found accessed from our 
weekly e-newsletters. 

   

 

Icon of the Root of Jesse  

 
Services are available online through 

Facebook Live: Facebook.com/StJohnSouthampton 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
100 South Main Street | P. O. Box 5068 
Southampton, New York 11969-5068 

(631) 283-0549  

 
Sunday Services 

8:00 A.M. - Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
9:00 A.M. - Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

11:00 A.M. - Morning Prayer, Rite I 

Weekday Services 

Monday – Friday 

7:30 A.M. – Morning Prayer, Rite I 

6:00 P.M. – Evening Prayer, Rite I 
Wednesday 

10:00 A.M. – Holy Eucharist, Rite I  

https://www.facebook.com/StJohnSouthampton/
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Second Sunday of  Advent 
December 4, 2022 • 9 AM 

 
Processional Hymn 67        Comfort, comfort ye my people (Psalm 42)   
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New adult formation class 

Sundays at 10 A.M. 

Charles Dickens’ The Christmas Carol:  
The Story That Saved Christmas 

 

 
 

G. K. Chesterton, the English writer, Christian apologists, and literary critic 
said that in The Christmas Carol, “Charles Dickens saved Christmas.” In this 
bold claim he plainly meant that, pressed between the Puritan’s attempts to 
end the observance of the Holy Day, and the materialist, cynical influences of 
the Industrial Revolution, this brief novella reintroduced to the most powerful 
nation on earth to the real powers of Christmas and saved its symbolism and 
influence in the world.  

The Christmas Carol is beyond comparison the best as well as the most popular 
of Dickens’ works. If we study the very real atmosphere of rejoicing and of 
riotous charity in The Christmas Carol we shall find a happy story of an abrupt 
and dramatic change, a conversion, representing a higher and historic  

Christianity, and we discover a metaphor for the power of conversion in a  

single life and in the world beyond the convert.  

Join Fr Patrick for three Sundays in Advent, December 4, 11, and 18, at 10:00 
in the Parish Hall for a study and discussion of this beloved and influential 
Christmas Classic. It’s a study suitable for readers of all ages to rediscover this 
classic tale as well as the true meaning and power of Christmas. 
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The candles at the altar this month are given to the Glory of  

God and in loving memory of  Derek James Roessle-Meerman 
by his family. 

 

 

“A shoot shall come out from the stump of  Jesse, 
and a branch shall grow out of  his roots.” 

 

Isaiah 11:1 
 

 
 

“Bind up thy words that they run not riot, and 
grow wanton, and gather up sins for themselves 
in too much talking. Let them be rather con-
fined, and held back within their own banks. 
An overflowing river quickly gathers mud.”  
 

Saint Ambrose of Milan 
Theologian, bishop, and mentor of Saint Augustine of Hippo 

d.4 April 397 
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Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Collect of  Purity 
The Celebrant says 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Trisagion 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

The Collect 
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare 
the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that 
we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Liturgy of  the Word 
 

First Reading    Isaiah 11:1-10 
A Reading from the book by the prophet Isaiah  
 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
 
 

His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
or decide by what his ears hear; 
 

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
 

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 
 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
and a little child shall lead them. 
 

The cow and the bear shall graze, 
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 
 

They will not hurt or destroy 
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Postcommunion Prayer 
Officiant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant 
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Closing Hymn 65      Prepare the way, O Zion (Bereden väg för Herran)   

The Dismissal 
Celebrant  Let us bless the Lord.  
People   Thanks be to God.  

 
+++ 
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The Invitation to Communion (BCP 364) 
The Priest invites the people to Communion 
 

Priest 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

Postcommunion Hymn 324   Let all mortal flesh keep silence  
       (for Advent)  
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on all my holy mountain; 
 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea. 
 

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire 
of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19   Deus, judicium 
 
1 Give the King your justice, O God, * 
and your righteousness to the King's Son; 
 

2 That he may rule your people righteously * 
and the poor with justice; 
 

3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 
and the little hills bring righteousness. 
 

4 He shall defend the needy among the people; * 
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 
 

5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 
from one generation to another. 
 

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 
like showers that water the earth. 
 

7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
 

18 Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, * 
who alone does wondrous deeds! 
 

19 And blessed be his glorious Name for ever! * 
and may all the earth be filled with his glory. 
Amen. Amen. 
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Second Reading    Romans 15:4-13 
A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 
 

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the 
God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in 
accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of 
God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that 
the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 
 

“Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
and sing praises to your name”; 
 

and again he says, 
 

“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
 

and again, 
 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
and let all the peoples praise him”; 
 

and again Isaiah says, 
 

“The root of Jesse shall come, 
the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 
in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
People  Thanks be to God            
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We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own  
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to 
gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is  
always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son 
Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in 
us. Amen.  
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 thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory 
  for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of  the Bread 
Celebrant and People 

Agnus Dei 
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Gospel Hymn 616     Hail to the Lord's Anointed 
      (Es flog ein kleins Waldvögelein)   
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Matthew. 
People              Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Gospel      
 

Matthew 3:1-12 
 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah 
spoke when he said, 
 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight.’” 
 

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food 
was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to 
him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 
 
But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, 
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy 
of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; 
for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the 
ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire. 
 

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming 
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The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to  
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the  
remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may  
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at 
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we 
ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for  ever. AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
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The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer A 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Officiant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Officiant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every where to give thanks to you,  
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Because you 
sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of ev-
erlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, 
we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you, 
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  
 

The Celebrant and People sing: 
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after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather 
his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
   

Officiant          The Gospel of the Lord. 
People              Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
The Sermon                                 The Rev’d W. Patrick Edwards 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven, 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary 
 and was made man 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
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 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of  the People 
The Leader and People pray responsively 
 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
  

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons, especially Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; and Lawrence our diocesan bishop; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world, especially  
Joseph, our President; Kathy, our Governor; and Jesse, our Mayor; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
  

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 

Silence 
The People may add their own petitions. 
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 

 

 11 

 

Confession of  Sin 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Minister and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
The Absolution  
Celebrant 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 

The Peace 
Officiant   The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 
 

The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

 
The Liturgy of  the Table 

Offertory      

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

 


