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For Pastoral Emergencies, please contact Fr. Patrick at 404-660-3592.   

St. John’s Episcopal Church
100 South Main Street

P. O. Box 5068
Southampton, New York 11969

Sunday Services 

8:00 A.M. - Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
9:00 A.M. - Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

11:00 A.M. - Morning Prayer, Rite I 
Holy Eucharist, Rite I  

(1st Sunday of  each month)  
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The Great Vigil of  Easter   April 16, 2022 • 7:30 PM 
 

Welcome! Please observe silence before the service for prayer and meditation.  
Also, please turn off all mobile telephones and electronic devices with audible alarms.  

 

The Lighting of  the Paschal Candle  

The Lighting & Blessing of  the New Fire  
The minister and people gather in the churchyard. All stand and face the brazier. In the darkness, the Paschal fire is kindled.  

O God, you are like a refiner's fire, and your Spirit kindles the hearts of  your faithful people. Bless 
this flame and those who keep this Holy Night so that, burning with desire for life everlasting, 
they may be found fit to take part in that festival of  Light which has no ending, through Jesus 

The inscription on the Paschal Candle is traced by the Celebrant, while saying: 
Jesus Christ, yesterday and today, the beginning and the ending, Alpha and Omega; 
all time belongs to him, and all ages; to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 

The Presiding Minister places the five nails, representing the five wounds of Christ, into the Paschal Candle, while saying:  

By his holy and glorious wounds, may Christ our Lord guard and keep us. 

May the light of  Christ who rises this day in glory scatter the darkness of  our hearts 

Almighty God, pour out your abundant blessing on this lighted candle, so that all 
who share in your holy mysteries may be filled with your grace and spiritual bless
ings. Once we were in darkness, but since we have become the Lord's people, we are 

The Great Vigil of  Easter is the last of  three liturgies that formed a single Paschal Vigil in the early church. 
This single Vigil was the primal celebration of  the Paschal Mystery: the resurrected Christ emerges from the tomb, 
wounded yet risen. In this new life of  Christ, our own suffering, pain and brokenness is caught up in the love of  a 
God whose passion for our redemption survives the grave and turns the way of  the cross, which we walk, into the 

The single Paschal Vigil developed into the Triduum, or three days, by the 4th century.  

The first element of  this Vigil liturgy is the lighting of  the New Fire. Lit from a spark, the New Fire signifies 
the resurrected Christ whose life illumines the suffering world.  

Help us to maintain our prayer intercession list.
 
The personal and collective intercessions we make asking our Lord to intercede in our lives and on behalf of others are a cen-
tral aspect of our private and common worship. At St. John’s we have 
always made an aural reading of our prayer list a part of our regular services. However, there comes with this an important 
responsibility to maintain it as current and accurate. To accomplish this we are asking our community to take that personal 
responsibility to heart in the following way: 
 

We ask everyone to please let us know when someone should be added, removed, or 
otherwise amended on our prayer list. This is accomplished best by either dropping a note in the collection plate or by email-
ing or calling the parish secretary at (631) 283-0549 or  
secretary@stjohnsouthampton.org. 
 

To avoid a name being orphaned on the prayer list names will be removed after 60 days of being added, unless the parish 
secretary is contacted to extend that time for another 60 days.  
 

Of course, there is no limit to the number of persons we will faithfully include on our 
prayer list, nor a limit to the duration we will intercede on their behalf. This policy i
we bring before the Throne of Grace in prayer each time we gather together.
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May God, who has brought us out of  bondage to sin into  
true and lasting freedom in the Redeemer, bring you to your  

And the blessing of  God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and  
the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.  

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia.  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.  

Worshipping remote? You can follow along our Sunday services by  
downloading our Bulletins from our website, stjohnsouthampton.org  The Bulletins are uploaded every Saturday 

In order to keep our church family abreast of our latest updates and church re-
newsletter.  If you, or someone you know would like to be included 

Stay connected with the church and your friends by following us on our Face-
book page: StJohnSouthampton.  You can also worship online LIVE on Sundays. 

Links are available on St John’s Homepage at www.stjohnsouthampton.org.  You may also 
make an online gift by texting the keyword StJohnSouthampton to 73256 on your cell phone. 

  in the light. Help us to live as people who belong to the light, through Jesus Christ  
  our Lord. 
People   Amen. 
 
The Paschal Candle is lighted from the newly-kindled Paschal fire. The celebrant, bearing the Paschal Candle, leads 
the procession into the darkened church. In the course of  the procession the people’s candles are lit. To pass the light, 
please hold lighted candles upright and allow others to light their wicks from the flame. As always, we ask the 
congregation to be mindful of  their own safety, and that of  others, when holding lighted candles. 
 
The procession pauses and at each pause the following is sung: 

The Exultet  

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of  angels, and let your trumpets shout Salvation for the 
victory of  our mighty King.  
 
Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for darkness has been 
vanquished by our eternal King.  
 
Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, in radiant light, resound with 
the praises of  your people.  
 
All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame, pray with me to God the Almighty for the 
grace to sing the worthy praise of  this great light; through Jesus Christ his Son our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with him, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
 

Celebrant  
 
People  
 
Celebrant  
 
People  
 

 
It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind and voice, to 
praise you, the invisible, almighty and eternal God, and your only
Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who at the feast of  the Passover paid for us the debt of  

The Exultet is a 6th century hymn of praise to the Fire and the risen Christ whom it signifies. In its structure and its range of images, 
the Exultet is a metaphor for the whole of the Vigil liturgy.  
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Adam’s sin and by his blood delivered your faithful people.  

This is the night when you brought our ancestors, the children of  Israel, out of  bondage in Egypt 
 

This is the night when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of  sin and are re-

This is the night when Christ broke the bonds of  death and hell and rose victorious from the 

How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and loving-kindness to us, that to 

How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight and sin is washed away. It restores  
innocence to the fallen and joy to those who mourn. It casts out pride and hatred and brings peace 

How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined and we are reconciled to God.  

Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of  this candle in your honor. May it shine 
continually to drive away all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find it 

he who gives his light to all creation and who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  

Let us hear the record of  God’s saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in 
ages past; and let us pray that our God will bring each of  us to the fullness of 

The Vigil Readings 
Genesis 1:1–2:4a  

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered 
the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, "Let there be 
light"; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 
God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first 

And God said, "Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters." So 
God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the 
dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.  

The second element of the Great Vigil of Easter is a series of vigil readings. This element of the liturgy is what gives the Great Vigil of 
Easter its name. Vigils of this type date from Jewish worship prior to the time of Jesus. As many as nine readings are possib le in our 
tradition. We use three on this day: the story of the creation of the world; the creation of the people of Israel, whose Passover is the  
symbolic context for our Eucharist; and Ezekiel’s vision of God’s power to restore the broken people of Israel to life and wholeness.  

Celebrant  Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People   Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia.
 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says 
The Gifts of  God for the People of  God. 
 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
thanksgiving. 
 

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people.
The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words
 

The Body of  our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for thee, preserve thy body and soul unto 
everlasting life. Take and eat this in remembrance that Christ died for thee, and feed on him in thy 
heart by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

The Blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ, which was shed for thee, preserve thy body and soul unto 
everlasting life. Drink this in remembrance that Christ’s Blood was shed for thee, and be thankful.
 
 

The Invitation to Communion  
 

This is a celebration of the Holy Eucharist in the Episcopal Church. All baptized Christians, regardless of denomination, are
the real and living presence of Christ in this Holy Communion.  To receive the Bread, extend your hands upward, palms crossed
the Wine, please guide the chalice as it is offered. If you prefer you may retain the Bread to dip into the Wine and place on
may come forward for a blessing in lieu of Communion. Please indicate your desire for a blessing by crossing your arms on you

 
The Postcommunion Prayer 
(Kneeling, say together) 
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in 
these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of  the most precious Body and Blood of  thy 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of  thy favor and goodness towards 
us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of  thy Son, the blessed 
company of  all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of  thy everlasting 
kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, 
that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast 
prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the 
Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end.  Amen.
 

The Easter Blessing  
At the end of each petition, the people respond: Amen.  
 

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his 
children through the resurrection of  his Son our Lord, 
bestow upon you the riches of  his blessing. Amen. 
 

May God, who through the water of  baptism has raised us 
from sin into newness of  life, make you holy and worthy to 
be united with Christ for ever. Amen.  
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We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you, and we pray to 

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend 
upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy 
people, the bread of  life and the cup of  salvation, the Body and Blood of  your Son Jesus Christ. 
Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice 
in Christ, to the praise of  your Name. Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church, redeemed by the blood of  your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in 

Remember Justin, Archbishop of  Canterbury, Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Lawrence, Our 
Diocesan Bishop and all who minister in your Church.  

Remember all your people, and those who seek your truth. 

Remember Joseph, our President, Kathy, our Governor, and Michael, our Mayor. 

Remember all who have died in the peace of  Christ, and those whose faith is known to you alone; 
bring them into the place of  eternal joy and light. 

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Ever Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, 
prophets, apostles, and martyrs, with St John the Evangelist and all the saints who have found  
favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through your 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and 
Father, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 

As the consecrated bread and wine are broken and poured out for us, so our own lives are broken and poured out for the life o f the 

And God said, "Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear." 
And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God 
saw that it was good. Then God said, "Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of 
every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it." And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants 
yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 
 

And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let them be for 
signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the 
earth." And it was so. God made the two great lights--the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule 
the night--and the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and 
over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the fourth day.  
 
And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the 
dome of the sky." So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with 
which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, 
saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." And there was 
evening and there was morning, the fifth day.  
 

And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals 
of the earth of every kind." And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of 
every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.
 

Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth."  
So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. 
 

God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have do-
minion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the 
earth." God said, "See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every 
tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the 
air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, ev-erything that has the breath of life, I have given every green 
plant for food." And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day God finished the 
work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. So God blessed the 
seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. These are 
the generations of the heavens  
and the earth when they were created.  
 

The Word of  the Lord 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 

The Collect  
Celebrant Let us pray. (Silence)  

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we 
may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
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Exultate, justi  

sound a fanfare with all your skill upon the trumpet.  

kindness of the LORD fills the whole earth.  

6 By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, *  

by the breath of his mouth all the heavenly hosts.  

7 He gathers up the waters of the ocean as in a water-skin *  

let all who dwell in the world stand in awe of him.  

10 The LORD brings the will of the nations to naught; *  

and the designs of his heart from age to age.  

Exodus 14:10–31  

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear 
the Israelites cried out to the LORD. They said to Moses, "Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you 
have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the 
very thing we told you in Egypt, 'Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been better for us 
to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness." But Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid, stand firm, 
and see the deliverance that the LORD will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you 
shall never see again. The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to keep still."  

Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But you lift up your 
staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. 
Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself 
over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the 
LORD, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers."  

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud 
moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of 
Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all 

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and 
true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever.
 

Fountain of  life and source of  all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; 
you created them to rejoice in the splendor of  your radiance.
 

Countless throngs of  angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory 
of  your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every 
creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we say,
 

Sanctus and Benedictus qui venit 
Celebrant  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might,  
and People  Heaven and earth are full of  your glory.
  Hosanna in the highest.  
  Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord.
  Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Celebrant  We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your 
wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so 
that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our 
disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of  death. In your mercy 
you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into 
covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.
  

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of  time you sent your only Son to be our 
Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of  the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of  us, yet without 
sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of  salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the 
sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself  up to death; and, rising from the grave, 
destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.
  

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the 
Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to 
bring to fulfillment the sanctification of  all. 
  

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his 
own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me.”
  

After supper he took the cup of  wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of  you. This is my Blood of  the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of  sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of  me.”
  

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of  our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and his 
descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting 
his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, 
we praise you and we bless you. 
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7 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of  the Lord, *  
 

8 Who turned the hard rock into a pool of  water *  
 

Luke 24:1-12 

The Holy Gospel our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke 

On the first day of the week, at early dawn, the women who had come with Jesus from Galilee came to the tomb, 
taking the spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in, 
they did not find the body. While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood  
beside them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, "Why do 
you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was 
still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise 
again." Then they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all 
the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who 
told this to the apostles. But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter got 
up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, 

The Rev’d W. Patrick Edwards 

The Peace of  the Lord be always with you. 

The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of  the Lord. 

The Liturgy of  the Table 
Eucharistic Prayer D 

Let us give thanks to our Lord God. 
It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

After the proclamation of the salvation story, we respond in baptism and the Eucharistic feast. This day was the first communion of 
the catechumens in the early Church, now full members of Christ’s Church.  

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, 
and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the 
waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after 
them, all of Pharaoh's horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire 
and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot 
wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, "Let us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is 
fighting for them against Egypt."  
 

Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the 
Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers." So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the 
sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The 
waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed 
them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters 
forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.  
 

Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Isra-
el saw the great work that the LORD did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and believed in 
the LORD and in his servant Moses. 
 

Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women went out after her 
with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam sang to them: 
 

"Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously;  
horse and rider he has thrown into the sea."  
 

The Word of the Lord 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 

The Collect  
Celebrant Let us pray. (Silence)  

O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once delivered by the power of your 
mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all nations by 
the water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered among the offspring of Abraham, 
and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
Canticle 8 The Song of  Moses  
I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; *  
the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea.  
 

The Lord is my strength and my refuge; *  
the Lord has become my Savior.  
 

This is my God and I will praise him, *  
the God of my people and I will exalt him.  
 

The Lord is a mighty warrior; *  
Yahweh is his Name.  
 

The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; * 
the finest of those who bear armor have been  
drowned in the Red Sea.  
 

The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; *  
they sank into the depths like a stone.  
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Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? *  

With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; *  

place you have made for yourself, O Lord, *  
 

Ezekiel 37:1–14  
The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the 
middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and 
they were very dry. He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" I answered, "O Lord GOD, you know." Then 
he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says 
the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will 
cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the 
bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, 
and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, proph-

GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe 
upon these slain, that they may live." I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they 

Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our 
hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am go-
ing to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of 
Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O 
my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 
know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act," says the LORD.  

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that wonderful and sa-
cred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let the 
whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things which had grown old 
are being made new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom all things were 

O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of  the Lord's resurrection: Stir up 
in your Church that Spirit of  adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed 
both in body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Liturgy of  the Word

 
The First Reading   Romans 6:3
A reading from the letter of  Saint Paul to the Romans
 

Do you not know that all of  us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of  the Father, so we too might walk in newness of  life. For if  
we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resur-
rection like his. We know that our old self  was crucified with him so that the body of  sin might be 
destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But 
if  we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being 
raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he 
died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider 
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
 

The word of  the Lord. 
People:        Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 114      In exitu Israel 
1 Hallelujah! When Israel came out of  Egypt, * 
 the house of  Jacob from a people of  strange speech, 
 

2 Judah became God's sanctuary *  
 and Israel his dominion.  
 

3 The sea beheld it and fled; *  
 Jordan turned and went back.  
 

4 The mountains skipped like rams, *  
 and the little hills like young sheep.  
 

5 What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? *  
 O Jordan, that you turned back?  
 

6 You mountains, that you skipped like rams? * 
 you little hills like young sheep?  
 

The eucharistic readings complete the salvation history begun in the earlier vigil readings: the promise of God is fulfilled 
of God’s own Son.  



 12 

Gloria in Excelsis  

 

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 

begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of  God, Son of  the Father, 

 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of  God the Father, 

art most high in the glory of  God the Father. Amen. 

the first Eucharist of Easter – begins with the shout of “Alleluia!” and 
the singing of the Gloria, unheard during Lent. These express our joy in our redemption through the crucifixion and resurrect ion of 

The people sometimes may ring bells during the Gloria in jubilant praise of God.  

century Deacon: “Glory to You! You built your cross as a bridge over death, so that departed 
souls might pass from the realm of death to the realm of life. Glory to You! You put on the body of moral man and made it the  source 
of life for all moral men. You are alive! Your murderers handled your life like farmers: they sowed it like grain deep in the earth, for it 

The Collect referring to “this most holy night” underscores the unity of the crucifixion and resurrection in the single paschal vigil of the 
early church. It recalls the mystery of life through the cross and grave that had been celebrated throughout the night.  

Psalm 30 (BCP 621)    Exaltabo te, Domine 
1 I will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lifted me up * 

 and have not let my enemies triumph over me. 

2 O LORD my God, I cried out to you, *  

 and you restored me to health.  

3 You brought me up, O LORD, from the dead; * 

 you restored my life as I was going down to the grave. 

4 Sing to the LORD, you servants of his; *  

 give thanks for the remembrance of his holiness. 

5 For his wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye, *  

 his favor for a lifetime.  

6 Weeping may spend the night, * but joy comes in the morning. 

7 While I felt secure, I said, "I shall never be disturbed. * 

 You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains." 

8 Then you hid your face, *  

 and I was filled with fear.  

9 I cried to you, O LORD; *  

 I pleaded with the Lord, saying,  

10 "What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the Pit? * 

 will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness? 

 
Renewal of  Baptismal Vows 

 

The Baptismal Covenant 
 
Celebrant  
Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his death, 
and raised with him to newness of  life. I call upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten ob-
servance is ended, to renew, the solemn promises and vows of  Holy Baptism, by which we once 
renounced Satan and all his works, and promised to serve God faithfully in his holy Catholic 
Church.  
 
 

Baptism, the third element of the Great Vigil of Easter, is the rite of initiation into the eucharistic community of Christ w
through the practice of servant love, in the life of the crucified yet risen One. The catechumens, who have long prepared for
come to the waters of baptism to share in the death of Christ so that they might share in His life as well. 
  
Conversion to Christ is a lifelong process of growth, celebrated and begun in baptism. In the biblical Greek, conversion is s
metanoia – a “turning” of mind and heart. The three renunciations and three affirmations that the baptismal candidates make refl
the dynamics of conversion as metanoia: a turning from the world and a turning to life in Christ. 
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Do you reaffirm your renunciation of  evil and renew your commitment to Jesus 

Do you believe in God the Father?  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  heaven and earth.  
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of  God?  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of  the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of  saints, the forgiveness of  sins,  
the resurrection of  the body, and the life everlasting.  

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of  bread, 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return 

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of  God in Christ?  

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself  ?  

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 

May Almighty God, the Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new 
birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of  sins, 
keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Thanksgiving Over the Water  

The celebrant blesses God over the water, recalling the mighty acts of God’s creating and saving work.  

century, baptism has been administered in the triune name of God: Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit, to distinguish it from the baptism of John. It is not repentance only, but an incorporation into Christ himself. 

Celebrant  
 
People  
 
Celebrant  
 
People  
 

Celebrant 

 

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of  water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the begin-
ning of  creation. Through it you led the children of  Israel out of  their bondage in Egypt into the 
land of  promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of  John and was anointed by the Holy 
Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage 
of  sin into everlasting life. 

We thank you, Father, for the water of  Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it 
we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obe-
dience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them 
in the Name of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Spirit.

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of  your Holy Spirit, that those who here are 
cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of  Jesus Christ our Sav-
ior. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. 

 

 

Opening Acclamation 
In increasing volume  

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ is risen.  
People   The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ is risen.  
People   The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ is risen.  
People   The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
 
 

In the eastern churches, baptismal formation is understood as a process of “becoming who we are.” In baptism, we celebrate th
cherished and loved by the God of Jesus Christ, and are fully and completely God’s children. At the same time, we have just b
baptism, to grow into the people God calls us to be. Baptism is both a celebration of a love already given and the beginning 
affair that will last an eternity, through which we gradually are changed into the likeliness of the God who loves us. 
  
The congregation is sprinkled with water from the font, reminding us all of the continuing joy and challenge of “becoming who


