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Narrator 1

Once, along time ago, there were people who were very unhappy.
They were called the people of Israel. They had been a nation with a king of
their own. They had been beaten in many battles and now their land was
not their own anymore.

Narrator 2

Up in the hills there was a little town called Nazareth. Here the people
seemed like those in any other place. But there was one person who was
different, a girl named Mary. One day when Mary was alone, a mysterious
and wonderous thing happened. A shining angel appeared before her.

Gabriel

The service is enjoyed throughout the Anglican Communion, as well as by other
denominations, but is particularly popular in schools and colleges where it is often the primary Christmas observance each year. The Groton School in Groton, Massachusetts, is the
oldest and longest continually held Lessons and Carols service in the United States, having
been conducted there since 1928.

Fear not Mary. I am Gabriel, the messenger of God. God sent me to
tell you wonderful news. He is sending a child into the world and He has
chosen you to be the little boy’s mother.
He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord
God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign
over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.

Mary

My heart is filled with joy that this will happen.

Gabriel

People will call Him the Son of God. His name shall be Jesus. He will
grow up to be a great man. People everywhere will love him.

Hymn

Hark the Herald Angels Sing

Gazette as occurring at Truro Cathedral on Christmas Eve, 1878. The Bishop of Truro,
Edward Benson, later Archbishop of Canterbury, formalized the service with Nine Lessons
for use at Christmas Eve, 1880. It was a hit with over 400 people attended the service that
year. There is a popular, if apocryphal, legend that Bishop Benson created the service in
order to lure wayward souls out of the public houses and into the Cathedral on Christmas
Eve. If this is so, then the Bishop enjoyed some considerable success. By 2013 there were
1,500 in attendance for the service. (Attendance at the pubs during these services are not
recorded.)

The most widely known Lessons and Carols is the annual BBC broadcast from King’s
College Chapel at Cambridge University in England, with millions of listeners held each
Christmas Eve. The King’s College service has been broadcast since 1928, even in the
depths of the Blitz, despite fears of attack, with the stained-glass windows removed and the
heat turned off due to war rationing.

Images from King’s College Chapel, Cambridge University in
England where the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols are
performed each Christmas Eve and broadcast around the world by
the BBC.
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A SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS was first reported by the Royal Cornwall
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Narrator 3

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from
Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. And all went to be
taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee,
out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) To
be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was,
that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be
delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for
them in the inn.

Joseph

Here we are at last Mary. The journey has been hard for you, but we had to
come.

Mary

I know Joseph. Our good little donkey made the trip easy for me. He
helped us arrive safely.

Joseph

Look! There is an Inn. Perhaps they will have room for us. Open, kind Inn
keeper. We need a place to spend the night.

Innkeeper

My Inn is full. All of the sons of the City of David are here in Bethlehem
tonight. But I do have a small stable. It’s only for animals and not very
comfortable for people but you could rest there for a few hours.

Joseph

Oh thank you kind sir. Mary, the only shelter we can find is a stable in back
of the Inn. Cattle are kept there.

Mary

I shall not mind Joseph. I like the smell of clean hay and our good donkey
will keep us company.

Joseph

(Turns, looks around, then speaks impressively) How still and peaceful it is.
I’ve never seen the stars do bright. Bethlehem is beautiful tonight.
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Hymn

Silent Night
Silent Night

(1st verse) Children sing
ALL sing 1st verse again
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with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they
had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frank
incense, and myrrh.
Hymn

Away in the Manger

Child 1

Our gift for you is a song.

Hymn

O Little Town of Bethlehem

Congregation

Children
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Narrator 4

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came
upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they
were sore afraid.

Child 1

Children’s Scene
Have you seen the star?

Child 2

Yes! It was so bright, I was awake all night.

Child 3

That means the baby Jesus must be there.

Child 4

Look! I found some silk to decorate our presents

Child 5

I don’t need any silk. Billie and I have no present for the baby.

Child 1

It doesn’t need to be a big present, I’m only taking this cup I made

Child 5

But Billie and I don’t even have something like that to take.

Child 1

Let’s hurray! You don’t need a present!

Child 2

I want to give him these grapes I found.

Shepherd 1

It’s a strange night. The sky seems to flash with light and it is very cold, very
cold.

Child 5

Shepherd 2

Yes, it is bitter cold, but let us sleep here. This is a good place to spend the
night by the hill.

But we must have a present for the baby Jesus. It doesn’t seem right
to go without one.

Child 1

You could pretend that these flowers are from all of us. Oh let’s just start
for the village, Maybe we’ll think of something on the way.

Ruben

Look, Grandfather, look! I have found a little lost lamb. See how beautiful
and white he is…just as white as snow. May I keep him for my very own?

Child 5

Shepherd 1

Let him keep the lamb

WAIT! I’ve got an idea. Why don’t we sing that song that I heard you
singing the other day?

Child 2

You mean Silent Night?

Child 1

Yes, we could all sing our present.

Narrator 7

And, lo, the star, which they saw in the East, went before them, till it
came and stood over where the young child was.
And the shepherds found Mary and Joseph, and the young babe lying in the
manger

Shepherd 2
Ruben

I have a strange feeling. I feel that something wonderful is about to
happen. Look at the sky. Never has it seemed so vast and mysterious.
The stars are so bright, especially that one shining in the East.

Shepherd 1

Come let us lie down and rest awhile.

Rueben

Wake up! Wake up! Look a great light!!

Shepherd 2

What is this coming from the sky?

When the Wise Men saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great
joy. And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child
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Angel 1

Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be
to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord.

Angel 2

And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel
a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

All Angels

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

Hymn

Angels We Have Heard On High

Congregation
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Narrator 5

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into
heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto
Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath
made known unto us. And they came with haste, and found Mary, and
Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And when they had seen it, they
made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this
child. And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told
them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them
in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all
the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.
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2nd King

I bring him Frankincense. All the air around him will be sweet.

3rd King

My gift to the Child is myrrh from the forest. It will fill the air with a
wonderful fragrance fit for a King.

1st King

King Herod did tell us to find the young child, but I thought he acted
very strangely.

2nd King

That is because Herod does not want the child to be King. If he finds
him, he will kill him.

3rd King

Last night God came to me in a dream. HE said we must not go back
to Herod and tell him about the Child. We MUST go home another way.

1st King

It has been a long, hard journey, but that bright star in the East shows
us we are almost there.

2nd King

We must not doubt the star. We felt its coming even before it appeared
in the sky.

3rd King

We have rested enough. Come, let us follow the star to Bethlehem.

Hymn

Joy to the World

Congregation
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Hymn

1st King

The First Nowell

(Three Kings enter)
This has been a long hard journey and I am tired.
Let us sit here for a few moments and rest. Our poor camels too need
to stop. They have been stumbling in the sand.
If Herod spoke the truth, we cannot be far from where the Holy Child
lies.
From my country I bring him gold. It will surely delight him.
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Narrator 6

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod
the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, Saying,
Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the
east, and are come to worship him. When Herod the king had heard these
things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; And he sent them to
Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and
when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and
worship him also. When they had heard the king, they departed.

Hymn

We Three Kings

Congregation
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