St. John’s Episcopal Church
100 South Main Street | P. O. Box 5068
Southampton, New York 11969-5068

Services are available online through
Facebook Live: Facebook.com/StJohnSouthampton
Sunday Services
8:00 A.M. - Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 A.M. - Holy Eucharist, Rite II
11:00 A.M. - Morning Prayer, Rite I
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
(1st Sunday of each month)
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Weekday Services
Monday – Friday
7:30 A.M. – Morning Prayer, Rite I
6:00 P.M. – Evening Prayer, Rite I
Wednesday
10:00 A.M. – Holy Eucharist, Rite I

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 19, 2021 • 11:00 AM
Advent Lessons and Carols
Choral Introit

Veni Emmanuel The St. John’s Choir

Processional
Once in Royal David’s city
Haley W. Ludlow, solo first verse; Congregation to join remaining verses

Images from King’s College Chapel, Cambridge University in England where the Festival of Nine Lessons
and Carols are performed each Christmas Eve and broad cast around the world by the BBC.

Altar Flowers
The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in
memory of Ira Kornbluth by Anita Rosenshine Kornbluth.

Verse of the Week
“And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of
what was spoken to her by the Lord." Luke 1:45

Quote of the Week
“Never be afraid of loving the Blessed Virgin too
much. You can never love her more than Jesus did.”
Saint Maximilian Kolbe
Polish Catholic priest and Conventual Franciscan friar
Martyred dying on another’s behalf in Auschwitz, 14 August 1941
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Postlude

A SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS was first reported by the Royal

Cornwall Gazette as occurring at Truro Cathedral on Christmas Eve, 1878. The
Bishop of Truro, Edward Benson, later Archbishop of Canterbury, formalized the
service with Nine Lessons for use at Christmas Eve, 1880. It was a hit with over 400
people attended the service that year. There is a popular, if apocryphal, legend that
Bishop Benson created the service in order to lure wayward souls out of the public
houses and into the Cathedral on Christmas Eve. If this is so, then the Bishop enjoyed some considerable success. By 2013 there were 1,500 in attendance for the
service. (Attendance at the pubs during these services are not recorded.)
The service is enjoyed throughout the Anglican Communion, as well as by other denominations, but is particularly popular in
schools and colleges where it is often the primary Christmas observance each year. The
Groton School in Groton, Massachusetts, is
the oldest and longest continually held Lessons and Carols service in the United States,
having been conducted there since 1928.

The Bidding Prayer
Offertory

The most widely known Lessons and Carols is the annual BBC broadcast from
King’s College Chapel at Cambridge University in England, with millions of listeners
held each Christmas Eve. The King’s College service has been broadcast since 1928,
even in the depths of the Blitz, despite fears of attack, with the stained-glass windows removed and the heat turned off due to war rationing.
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The Star Carol (Alfred Burt) The St. John’s Choir

First Lesson
Isaiah 7:10-16
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as
Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the
test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look,
the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He
shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good.
For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before
whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.”
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Hymn 82 Of the Father’s love begotten

Concluding Prayer and Blessing
Hymn 87 Hark! the herald angels sing

Second Lesson
Genesis 22:1-18
After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, ‘Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I
am.’ He said, ‘Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt-offering on one of the mountains that I shall show
you.’ So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young
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Hymn 107 Good Christian friends, rejoice

men with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt-offering, and set out and
went to the place in the distance that God had shown him. On the third day Abraham
looked up and saw the place far away. Then Abraham said to his young men, ‘Stay here
with the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we will worship, and then we will come
back to you.’ Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and
he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on together. Isaac said
to his father Abraham, ‘Father!’ And he said, ‘Here I am, my son.’ He said, ‘The fire and
the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt-offering?’ Abraham said, ‘God himself
will provide the lamb for a burnt-offering, my son.’ So the two of them walked on together.
When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and
laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the
wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. But the angel
of the LORD called to him from heaven, and said, ‘Abraham, Abraham!’ And he said,
‘Here I am.’ He said, ‘Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I
know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from
me.’ And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham
went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt-offering instead of his son. So Abraham
called that place ‘The LORD will provide’; as it is said to this day, ‘On the mount of
the LORD it shall be provided.’
The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, ‘By myself I have sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your
son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as
the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess
the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.’
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Hymn 66 Come, thou long-expected Jesus

Ninth Lesson
St. John 1:1-14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The
same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was
not any thing made that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And
the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same came for a witness, to
bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. He was not that Light,
but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light, which lighteth every
man that cometh into the world.
He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. He
came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received him, to them
gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: Which
were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as
of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

Third Lesson
Isaiah 9:2-4, 6-7
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For a child has been born for us,
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When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him
homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their
own country by another road.

a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onwards and for evermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Hymn 124 What star is this, with beams so bright

Hymn 111 Silent night, holy night

14

7

Seventh Lesson
St. Luke 2:15-20
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about
this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

The First Noel (Willan, Stainer) The St. John’s Choir

Fourth Lesson
Isaiah 11:1-9
A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.

Eighth Lesson
St Matthew 2:1-12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the
East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be
born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’

He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide by what his ears hear;
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when
the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay
him homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went
the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.

The wolf shall live with the lamb,
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Hymn 79 O little town of Bethlehem

the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.

Lo How a Rose E'er Blooming (Michael Praetorius) The St. John’s Choir
Fifth Lesson
St. Luke 1:26-38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth,
to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s
name was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with
you.’ But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this
might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with
God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him
Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will
give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since
I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will
be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a
son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me
according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her.
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Hymn 83 O come, all ye faithful

Sixth Lesson
St. Luke 2:1-14
And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that
all the world should be taxed. And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor
of Syria. And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up
from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem; because he was of the house and lineage of David To be taxed with Mary
his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, while they were there, the
days were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn
son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no
room for them in the inn.
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the
Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them,
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this
shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a
manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising
God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
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