
The Second Sunday of Advent 
December 5, 2021 • 8:00 A.M. 

 

St. John’s Episcopal Church |100 South Main Street | P. O. Box 5068 | Southampton, New York 11969-5068 

StJohnSouthampton.org | Facebook: StJohnSouthampton  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Sunday Services 

8:00 A.M. - Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
9:00 A.M. – Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

11:00 A.M. – Morning Prayer, Rite I 
Holy Eucharist, Rite I  

(1st Sunday of each month) 
  

 
Weekday Services 

Monday – Friday 

7:30 A.M. – Morning Prayer, Rite I 

6:00 P.M. – Evening Prayer, Rite I 
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Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

  
The Collect of Purity 
The Celebrant says 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and 
worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 

  
Kyrie      

Celebrant Lord, have mercy upon us. 
People  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Celebrant Lord, have mercy upon us. 
  
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And with thy spirit. 
Officiant  Let us pray. 
  

The Collect 
Merciful God, who sent thy messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our 
salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming 
of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

   
The Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading    Malachi 3:1-4 
  

A Reading from the Book of the prophet Malachi 
  

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly 
come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight-- indeed, he is coming, says the 
Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
  

For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will 
purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord 
in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old 
and as in former years. 
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The word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
  
The Song of Zechariah       Benedictus Dominus Deus 
Luke 1: 68-79 
  
68 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 
he has come to his people and set them free. 
  

69 He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 
born of the house of his servant David. 
  

70 Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 
that he would save us from our enemies, * 
from the hands of all who hate us. 
  

71 He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 
and to remember his holy covenant. 
  

72 This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
  

73 Free to worship him without fear, * 
holy and righteous in his sight  
all the days of our life. 
  

74 You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 
  

75 To give his people knowledge of salvation * 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 
  

76 In the tender compassion of our God * 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
  

77 To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

  
Second Reading    Philippians 1:3-11 
  

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians 
  

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all 
of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the 
one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for 
me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God's grace 
with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my  
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witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love 
may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that 
in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that 
comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
  

The Word of the Lord 
People  Thanks be to God            
  

The Gospel   Luke 3:1-6 
  

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Luke. 
People:     Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and 
Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 
John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet 
Isaiah, 
  

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
  

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 
  

Every valley shall be filled, 
and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
  

and the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough ways made smooth; 
  

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 
  

CelebrantThe Gospel of the Lord. 
People              Praised be to Thee, O Christ. 
  

The Sermon                                 The Rev’d W. Patrick Edwards 

  

Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, 
the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
and of all things visible and invisible; 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of his Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God, 
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begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father; 
by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered and was buried; 
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
and ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; 
and he shall come again, with glory, 
to judge both the quick and the dead; 
whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life, 
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son; 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified; 
who spake by the Prophets. 
And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church; 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins; 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

  
The Prayers of the People 
Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world 
  

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and supplications, and 
to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching 
thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that 
all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly 
love. 
  

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especially Justin, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Michael; our Presiding Bishop, and Lawrence; Bishop of Long Island, that they may, both by 
their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy 
Sacraments. 
  

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; that, with 
meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and 
righteousness all the days of their life. 
  

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in this and every 
land, especially Joseph, our President; Kathy, Our Governor, and Jesse our Mayor, that they may be led to 
wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the world. 
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Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing in thy 
whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy bounty. 
  

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor all those who, in this 
transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. 
  

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear, beseeching thee 
to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace so to follow the good examples 
of all thy saints, that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. 
  

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 

  
The Confession of Sin 

Celebrant 
Ye who do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity with your neighbors, and 
intend to lead a new life, following the commandments of God, and walking from henceforth in his holy 
ways: Draw near with faith, and make your humble confession to Almighty God, devoutly kneeling.  
  

Celebrant and People 
Almighty God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
maker of all things, judge of all men: 
We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins 
and wickedness, 
which we from time to time most grievously have committed, 
by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 
provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. 
We do earnestly repent, 
and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 
the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, 
the burden of them is intolerable. 
Have mercy upon us, 
have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, 
forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may ever hereafter 
serve and please thee in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of thy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  
Celebrant 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to all those 
who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you 
from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Comforting Sentences 
  

The Peace 
Officiant   The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And with thy spirit. 
The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

  
The Liturgy of the Table 

  

The Offertory  
All things come of Thee, O Lord, and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen. 
  

The Great Thanksgiving 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
People  It is meet and right so to do. 
  

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto 
thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. Because thou didst send thy beloved Son to redeem us 
from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power 
and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy  
glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 

   
Sanctus and Benedictus qui venit 
Celebrant and People 
  Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 
  Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
  Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 
  Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
The people kneel or stand. 
  

Then the Celebrant continues 
All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine 
only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made there, by his one 
oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the 
sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual 
memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 
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For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.” 
  

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink ye 
all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, and for many, for the 
remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
  

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine Majesty, with these thy 
holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in 
remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same. 
  

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty goodness, vouchsafe 
to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread and wine; that 
we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his 
death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood. 
  

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, 
and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our sins, and all other 
benefits of his passion. 
  

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, 
and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others who shall be partakers of this 
Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be 
filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction, and made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and 
we in him. 
  

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet we beseech 
thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offenses, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
  
By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father 
Almighty, world without end. AMEN. 
  

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 

  
The Lord’s Prayer 
Celebrant and people pray together. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

  
Agnus Dei 
Celebrant O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
People  Have mercy upon us. 
Celebrant O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
People  Have mercy upon us. 
Celebrant O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
People  Grant us thy peace.  

  
The Invitation to Communion  
  

Facing the people, the Celebrant may say the following Invitation  
  

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on 
him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
  

The Postcommunion Prayer 
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy 
mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very 
members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; 
and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O  
heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do 
all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 
whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end.  Amen. 
  

The Blessing 
  
The Dismissal 
Celebrant  Let us bless the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 

  

+++ 
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The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in memory of 
Derek James Roessle-Meerman by his Family. 

  

  
 

 

  
“I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will 
bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.”  

Philippians 1: 6 
  

  

  

 

 
“Death was not part of nature; it became part of nature. God did not decree death 
from the beginning; he prescribed it as a remedy. Human life was condemned 
because of sin to unremitting labour and unbearable sorrow and so began to 
experience the burden of wretchedness. There had to be a limit to its evils; death 
had to restore what life had forfeited. Without the assistance of grace,  
immortality is more of a burden than a blessing.”  
  

St. Ambrose 
Bishop of Milan and theologian 
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Christmas Eve 
St Andrew’s Dune Church 
2:00PM Children’s Service and Pageant 
7:00PM Choral Holy Eucharist  
  

St John’s Episcopal Church 
9:00PM Holy Eucharist 
  

Christmas Day 
10:00AM Holy Eucharist 

The First Sunday after Christmas,  
Boxing Day 
8:00AM Morning Prayer and Sermon 
9:00AM Morning Prayer and Sermon 
11:00AM Morning Prayer and Sermon 
  

Second Sunday after Christmas 
8:00AM Holy Eucharist 
9:00AM Holy Eucharist 
11:00AM Holy Eucharist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For Pastoral Emergencies, please contact Fr. Patrick at 404-660-3592. 
 
 

 Cover: John the Baptist in the wilderness by El Greco in the Legion of Honor Museum, San Francisco  
  

 


