Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
October 31, 2021 • 9:00 A.M.

Sunday Services
8:00 A.M. - Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 A.M. – Holy Eucharist, Rite II
11:00 A.M. – Morning Prayer, Rite I
Holy Eucharist, Rite I (1st Sundays each month)

Weekday Services
Monday – Friday
7:30 A.M. – Morning Prayer, Rite I
6:00 P.M. – Evening Prayer, Rite I
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Processional Hymn 397

Now thank we all our God
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Opening Acclamation
Celebrant
People

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect of Purity

The Celebrant says
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn of Praise

Gloria in Excelsis
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The Collect
Officiant
People
Officiant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift that your faithful people offer you true and laudable
service: Grant that we may run without stumbling to obtain your heavenly promises; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading

A Reading from the book of Ruth

Ruth 1:1-18

In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a certain man of Bethlehem in Judah
went to live in the country of Moab, he and his wife and two sons. The name of the man was Elimelech and
the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion; they were
Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the country of Moab and remained there. But
Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons. These took Moabite wives; the
name of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. When they had lived there about ten years,
both Mahlon and Chilion also died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and her husband.
Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country of Moab, for she had heard in the
country of Moab that the Lord had considered his people and given them food. So she set out from the
place where she had been living, she and her two daughters-in-law, and they went on their way to go back to
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the land of Judah. But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, "Go back each of you to your mother's
house. May the Lord deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me. The Lord grant that
you may find security, each of you in the house of your husband." Then she kissed them, and they wept
aloud. They said to her, "No, we will return with you to your people." But Naomi said, "Turn back, my
daughters, why will you go with me? Do I still have sons in my womb that they may become your
husbands? Turn back, my daughters, go your way, for I am too old to have a husband. Even if I thought
there was hope for me, even if I should have a husband tonight and bear sons, would you then wait until
they were grown? Would you then refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, it has been far more bitter for
me than for you, because the hand of the Lord has turned against me." Then they wept aloud again. Orpah
kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her.
So she said, "See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return after your sister-inlaw.” But Ruth said,
“Do not press me to leave you
or to turn back from following you!
Where you go, I will go;
Where you lodge, I will lodge;
your people shall be my people,
and your God my God.
Where you die, I will die—
there will I be buried.
May the Lord do thus and so to me,
and more as well,
if even death parts me from you!”
When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more to her.
The word of the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 146

Lauda, anima mea

1 Hallelujah!
Praise the Lord, O my soul! *
I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
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2 Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, *
for there is no help in them.
3 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, *
and in that day their thoughts perish.
4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! *
whose hope is in the Lord their God;
5 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; *
who keeps his promise for ever;
6 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, *
and food to those who hunger.
7 The Lord sets the prisoners free;
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; *
the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
8 The Lord loves the righteous;
the Lord cares for the stranger; *
he sustains the orphan and widow,
but frustrates the way of the wicked.
9 The Lord shall reign for ever, *
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.
Hallelujah!

Second Reading

The Letter of Saint Paul to the Hebrews

Hebrews 9:11-14

When Christ came as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the greater and perfect
tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation), he entered once for all into the Holy Place, not with
the blood of goats and calves, but with his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption. For if the blood
of goats and bulls, with the sprinkling of the ashes of a heifer, sanctifies those who have been defiled so that
their flesh is purified, how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered
himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to worship the living God!
The Word of the Lord
People
Thanks be to God
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Gospel Hymn 353

Celebrant
People

The Gospel

Your love, O God, has called us here

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Mark 12:28-34

One of the scribes came near and heard the Saducees disputing with one another, and seeing that Jesus
answered them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?” Jesus answered, “The first is,
‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” Then the scribe said to
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him, “You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no other’; and ‘to
love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the strength,’ and ‘to love one’s
neighbor as oneself,’ —this is much more important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” When
Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” After that
no one dared to ask him any question.
Officiant
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon

The Rev’d W. Patrick Edwards

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary
and was made man
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People. (Form VI)
Leader
Silence

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Leader
People

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

Leader
People

For this community, the nation, and the world; we pray for those who
govern and hold authority in this and every land, especially Joseph, our
President, Kathy, our Governor, and Jesse, our Mayor;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

Leader
People

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

Leader
People

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

Leader
People

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

Leader

For Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael the Presiding Bishop, and Lawrence our
Bishop and for all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.

People

Leader
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions
Leader
People

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

Leader
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence
The People may add their own thanksgivings
Leader
People

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
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Leader
Silence

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.

The People may add their own petitions
Leader
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People
Who put their trust in you.
Leader
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins, devoutly kneeling.
Silence may be kept.
Leader and People
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
in your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown,
things done and left undone;
and so uphold us by your Spirit
that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Absolution

Celebrant
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
Officiant
People

The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord.

The Liturgy of the Table
Offertory

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer A
Officiant
People
Officiant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
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Officiant
People

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called
us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:
The Celebrant and People sing:

The Celebrant continues
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin
and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to
share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice
for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit
to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in
him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory
for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant and People

The Invitation to Communion (BCP 364)
The Priest invites the people to Communion

Priest
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on
him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Postcommunion Hymn 314

Humbly I adore thee
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The Post Communion Prayer
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Celebrant and People
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most
precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy
mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as
faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing
Closing Hymn 660

O Master, let me walk with thee
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The Dismissal
Celebrant
People

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

+++

“When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the
kingdom of God.”
Mark 12:34

“Man doth seek a triple perfection:
First a sensual, consisting in those things which very life itself
requireth either as necessary supplements, or as beauties and
ornaments thereof;
Next an intellectual, consisting in those things which none
underneath man is either capable of or acquainted with;
Lastly a spiritual and divine, consisting in those things whereunto we tend by
supernatural means here, but cannot here attain unto them.
Richard Hooker
Priest in the Church of England and one of the most influential theologians
of the seventeenth century.
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For Pastoral Emergencies, please contact Fr. Patrick at 404-660-3592.
Cover: Naomi entreating Ruth and Orpah to return to the land of Moab by William Blake
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