Laetare Sunday - The Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 14, 2021 • 9:00 A.M.

Services now available online through
Facebook Live: Facebook.com/StJohnSouthampton
Sunday Services
8:00 A.M. – Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 A.M. – Holy Eucharist, Rite II
11:00 A.M. – Morning Prayer, Rite I

Weekday Services
Monday – Friday
8:10 A.M. – Morning Prayer, Rite I
6:00 P.M. – Evening Prayer, Rite I
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Opening Hymn 339

Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness
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The Penitential Order
Opening Acclamation
Celebrant
People

Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins;
His mercy endures for ever.

Celebrant

Seeing that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God,
let us come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to
help in time of need.
Hebrews 4:14, 16

The Confession of Sin

Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Minister and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
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For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Absolution

The Priest, stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Kyrie

The Liturgy of the Word
The Liturgy of the Word
The Collect of the Day
Officiant
People
Officiant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
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Remain standing as the Officiant says the Collect.
Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread which gives
life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Old Testament

A Reading from the book of Numbers

Numbers 21:4-9

From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but
the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why
have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and
we detest this miserable food.” Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they
bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by
speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So
Moses prayed for the people. And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on
a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and
put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of
bronze and live.
The word of the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.

Confitemini Domino

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, *
and his mercy endures for ever.

2 Let all those whom the Lord has redeemed proclaim *
that he redeemed them from the hand of the foe.
3 He gathered them out of the lands; *
from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south.
17 Some were fools and took to rebellious ways; *
they were afflicted because of their sins.
18 They abhorred all manner of food *
and drew near to death's door.
19 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, *
and he delivered them from their distress.
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20 He sent forth his word and healed them *
and saved them from the grave.
21 Let them give thanks to the Lord for his mercy *
and the wonders he does for his children.
22 Let them offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving *
and tell of his acts with shouts of joy.

The New Testament

Ephesians 2:1-10

A Reading from the First Letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians

You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the course of this world,
following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient.
All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and
we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love
with which he loved us even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ- by grace you have been saved-- and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in
Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness
toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it
is the gift of God-- not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.
Officiant
People

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
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Gospel Hymn 473

The Gospel
Officiant
People

Led on their way by this triumphant sign

John 3:14-21

The Holy Gospel of our lord Jesus Christ according to Saint John
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
St. John’s Episcopal Church |100 South Main Street | P. O. Box 5068 | Southampton, New York 11969-5068
StJohnSouthampton.org | Facebook: StJohnSouthampton

Laetare Sunday - The Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 14, 2021 • 9:00 A.M.
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not
perish but may have eternal life.
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might
be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are
condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their
deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not
be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds
have been done in God.”
Officiant
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon

The Rev. W. Patrick Edwards

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
Of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

St. John’s Episcopal Church |100 South Main Street | P. O. Box 5068 | Southampton, New York 11969-5068
StJohnSouthampton.org | Facebook: StJohnSouthampton

Laetare Sunday - The Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 14, 2021 • 9:00 A.M.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People, Form III
The Leader and People pray responsively

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons, especially Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael, the
Presiding Bishop, and Lawrence, our Bishop;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world, especially
Joseph our President, Andrew, our Governor, and Jesse, our Mayor;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions.
The Officiant adds a concluding Collect.
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The Peace

Officiant
The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People
And also with you.
The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord.

The Liturgy of the Table
Offertory

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer D

The people remain standing.
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Lift up your hearts.
People
We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and true,
dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who was
tempted in every way as we are, yet did not sin. By his grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and to
live no longer for ourselves alone, but for him who died for us and rose again.
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you created
them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you
night and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them,
and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing:
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Then the Celebrant continues
We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You
formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our
Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did
not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might
find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to
hope for salvation.
Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our Savior.
Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he
proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose
he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.
And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy
Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment
the sanctification of all.
When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own who
were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink
this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and his descent among
the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and
offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.
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Celebrant and People
We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you, and we pray to you, Lord our God.
The Celebrant continues
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these gifts,
sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of
salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Grant that all who share this bread and cup may
become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. Remember, Lord,
your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard
its faith, and preserve it in peace.
And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, prophets,
apostles, and martyrs, and all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union
with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Through Christ, and with Christ, and
in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever
and ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Invitation to Communion

Priest The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Christ died for
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Postcommunion Hymn 311

O saving Victim, opening wide

Postcommunion Prayer

Officiant and People
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most
precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy
mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as
faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing
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Closing Hymn 690

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah
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The Dismissal
Celebrant
People

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

+++

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved through him.”
John 3:17

“Before I was humiliated, I was like a stone that lies in deep
mud, and he who is mighty came and in his compassion raised
me up and exalted me very high and placed me on the top of
the wall.”

Saint Patrick
Patron Saint, evangelist, and first bishop of Ireland
d. c550
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A brochure on Keeping a Holy Lent can be found on
stjohnsouthampton.org

Join us every Wednesday during Lent by clicking on the link on our
website’s homepage.
Prayers & Discussion will be conducted on Zoom.
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Chefs Ellen Greaves and Jean Mackenzie will cook
and package soups for pickup at the church on
Wednesdays during the day.
Pre-order the suppers by emailing
secretary@stjohnsouthampton.org or through a link
found on our
website, e-newsletter, and Facebook page.

Soup Supper Menu

3/17

3/24

Option 1: St Patrick’s Day corned beef and cabbage soup
Option 2: Vegetarian ginger carrot soup
Or
Lobster bisque

Curried pumpkin soup
Or
Manhattan chowder
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The Caduceus and the Rod of Asclepius
In Greek and Roman mythology, the Caduceus is the symbol of the Greek god Hermes, comparable to the
Roman god Mercury. The word Caduceus comes from the Latin caduceus meaning herald. This is because
the symbol was assigned to Hermese, the herald of the gods.
According to the legend, the emblem Hermes/Mercury wanted to stop a fight between two snakes, and so
he threw his rod at them. Originally, the Caduceus was represented as an olive branch with garlands or
ribbons, but it was later interpreted as a rod with two snakes and a pair of wings as a representation of
Hermes’ speed. The rod represents power and unification, while the wings symbolize higher thoughts.
Both Hermes and Mercury are identified as messengers of gods. Mercury is also considered the god of
merchants, travelers, and thieves and their partron and protector. As such, the Caduceus symbol is linked to
these negative associations. Neither god has anything to do with medicine.
The use of this unrelated emblem in medicine lies in its similarity to another snake and stick symbol – the
Rod of Asclepius. The latter belongs to Asclepius, the Greco-Roman god of medicine, and is the more
ancient symbol of medicine.
The confusion started when both symbols—the Caduceus and Rod of Asclepius—were used
interchangeably by many medical organizations. In 1902, the U.S. Army Medical Corps used the Caduceus
as a badge of neutrality, referencing the emblem used on ancient, noncombatant merchant ships. It also
differentiated their emblem from those of military medicine in other countries.
The Greeks regarded snakes as sacred and used them in healing rituals to honor Asclepius. In ancient
Greece, the shedding of snake’s skin represents the slipping of the old self towards a newly healed self. It
also symbolizes rebirth and rejuvenation. The snake has the ability to change from a lethargic behavior to
swift movement, denoting the power of recovering from an illness. The medicinal properties of snake
venom also contributed to the use of symbol in medicine.

Cover: The Brazen Serpent, as in Numbers 21:9, by James Tissot in the Brooklyn Museum
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