Laetare Sunday - The Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 14, 2021 • 8:00 A.M.

Services now available online through
Facebook Live: Facebook.com/StJohnSouthampton
Sunday Services
8:00 A.M. – Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 A.M. – Holy Eucharist, Rite II
11:00 A.M. – Morning Prayer, Rite I

Weekday Services
Monday – Friday
8:10 A.M. – Morning Prayer, Rite I
6:00 P.M. – Evening Prayer, Rite I
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The Penitential Order
Opening Acclamation
Celebrant
People

Bless the Lord who forgiveth all our sins;
His mercy endureth for ever.

Celebrant

Seeing that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God,
let us come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to
help in time of need.
Hebrews 4:14, 16

The Confession of Sin
Celebrant

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.

Silence may be kept.
Minister and People
Almighty and most merciful Father,
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep,
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts,
we have offended against thy holy laws,
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done,
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done.
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us,
spare thou those who confess their faults,
restore thou those who are penitent,
according to thy promises declared unto mankind
in Christ Jesus our Lord;
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.

Absolution

The Celebrant stands and says
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins, true repentance,
amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen.

Kyrie

Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
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The Liturgy of the Word
The Collect
Officiant
People
Officiant

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread which giveth
life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who liveth and reigneth
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Old Testament

A Reading from the book of Numbers

Numbers 21:4-9

From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but
the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why
have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and
we detest this miserable food.” Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they
bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by
speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So
Moses prayed for the people. And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on
a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and
put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of
bronze and live.
The word of the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.

Confitemini Domino

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, *
and his mercy endures for ever.

2 Let all those whom the Lord has redeemed proclaim *
that he redeemed them from the hand of the foe.
3 He gathered them out of the lands; *
from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south.
17 Some were fools and took to rebellious ways; *
they were afflicted because of their sins.
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18 They abhorred all manner of food *
and drew near to death's door.
19 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, *
and he delivered them from their distress.
20 He sent forth his word and healed them *
and saved them from the grave.
21 Let them give thanks to the Lord for his mercy *
and the wonders he does for his children.
22 Let them offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving *
and tell of his acts with shouts of joy.

The New Testament

Ephesians 2:1-10

A Reading from the First Letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians

You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the course of this world,
following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient.
All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and
we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love
with which he loved us even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ- by grace you have been saved-- and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in
Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness
toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it
is the gift of God-- not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.
The Word of the Lord
People
Thanks be to God

The Gospel

John 3:14-21

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint John
People: Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not
perish but may have eternal life.
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“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might
be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are
condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their
deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not
be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds
have been done in God.”
CelebrantThe Gospel of the Lord.
People
Praised be to Thee, O Christ.

The Sermon

The Rev’d W. Patrick Edwards

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
and of all things visible and invisible;
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of his Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father;
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary,
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried;
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,
and ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father;
and he shall come again, with glory,
to judge both the quick and the dead;
whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life,
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified;
who spake by the Prophets.
St. John’s Episcopal Church |100 South Main Street | P. O. Box 5068 | Southampton, New York 11969-5068
StJohnSouthampton.org | Facebook: StJohnSouthampton

Laetare Sunday - The Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 14, 2021 • 8:00 A.M.
And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church;
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;
and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world
Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and supplications, and
to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching
thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that
all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly
love.
Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especially Justin, Archbishop of
Canterbury, Michael; our Presiding Bishop, and Lawrence; Bishop of Long Island, that they may, both by
their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy
Sacraments.
And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; that, with
meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and
righteousness all the days of their life.
We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in this and every
land, especially Joseph, our President; Andrew, Our Governor, and Jesse our Mayor, that they may be led to
wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the world.
Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing in thy
whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy bounty.
And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor all those who, in this
transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity.
And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear, beseeching thee
to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace so to follow the good examples
of all thy saints, that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.
Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen.

The Peace
Officiant
People

The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
And with thy spirit.

The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord.
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The Liturgy of the Table
The Offertory

All things come of Thee, O Lord, and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.
Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
It is meet and right so to do.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto
thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who was in every way
tempted as we are, yet did not sin; by whose grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and to live no
longer unto ourselves, but unto him who died for us and rose again. Therefore with Angels and Archangels,
and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and
saying,

Sanctus and Benedictus qui venit

Celebrant and People
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts:
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The people kneel or stand.
Then the Celebrant continues
All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine
only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made there, by his one
oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the
sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual
memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance
of me.”
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink ye
all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, and for many, for the
remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in
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remembrance of me.”
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved Son our Savior
Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine Majesty, with these thy
holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in
remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;
rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same.
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty goodness, vouchsafe
to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread and wine; that
we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his
death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood.
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ,
and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our sins, and all other
benefits of his passion.
And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy,
and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others who shall be partakers of this
Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be
filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction, and made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and
we in him.
And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet we beseech
thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits,
but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord;
By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and
glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

The Lord’s Prayer

Celebrant and people pray together.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant
People

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast.
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The Agnus Dei
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
grant us thy peace.

The Prayer of Humble Access

Celebrant and people pray together.
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness,
but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs
under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us
therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that
we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

The Invitation to Communion
Facing the people, the Celebrant may say the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on
him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Postcommunion Prayer
(Kneeling, say together)

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy
mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus
Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very
members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people;
and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O
heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do
all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to
whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

The Blessing
The Dismissal
Celebrant
People

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved through him.”
John 3:17

“Before I was humiliated I was like a stone that lies in deep mud,
and he who is mighty came and in his compassion raised me up
and exalted me very high and placed me on the top of the wall.”
Saint Patrick
Patron Saint, evangelist, and first bishop of Ireland
d. c550

A brochure on Keeping a Holy Lent can be found on
stjohnsouthampton.org
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Join us every Wednesday during Lent by clicking on the link on our
website’s homepage.
Prayers & Discussion will be conducted on Zoom

+++
March 17, and 24
Chefs Ellen Greaves and Jean Mackenzie will cook and
package soups for pickup at the church on Wednesdays
during the day.
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Pre-order the suppers by emailing
secretary@stjohnsouthampton.org or through a link found on our
website, e-newsletter, and Facebook page.

Soup Supper Menu

3/17

3/24

Option 1: St Patrick’s Day corned beef and cabbage soup
Option 2: Vegetarian ginger carrot soup
Or
Lobster bisque

Curried pumpkin soup
Or
Manhattan chowder

Cover: The Brazen Serpent, as in Numbers 21:9, by James Tissot in the Brooklyn Museum
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